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EXT E N S I O N December 2025

As a reminder to anyone with a TDA Private Applicator License, you need 15 Continuing Education Units
(CEUs) to recertify every 5 years: 2 hours in Laws & Regulations, 2 hours in Integrated Pest Management, and 11
hours in the General Category. All TDA Commercial and Non-Commercial Applicator License holders need 5
CEUs every year to recertify, with 1 hour in Laws & Regulations, 1 hour in Integrated Pest Management, and 3
hours in the General Category.

Anyone who needs hours should mark Friday, December 12th, on their calendar. The Beef & Forage Commit-
tee of Austin County will be hosting a 5-Hour CEU Conference at Four County Auction Center, located at 11942
HWY 159 in Industry. Registration will take place at 12:30 p.m., with the program starting at 1:00 p.m. The regis-
tration fee is $50.00 per person. We encourage you to pre-register for the program to ensure sufficient program
materials are available, but walk-ins are always welcome. Please call the Austin County Extension Office at 979-
865-2072 or visit online at austin.agrilife.org/event-registrations/. A meal will be served at the conclusion of the
program along with other refreshments throughout the afternoon.

Program topics will include Pesticide Laws and Regulations Update from Dr. Don Renchie, Forage Pests-
Mealy Bugs, Bermuda Stem Maggot, Armyworms, and more from Dr. Jose Santiago-Gonzalez, Plant Identification
of Common Pasture Weeds from Dr. Barron Rector, Soil Improvements from Dr. Tony Provin, and Screwworm
Update. The 5 CEUs have received TDA’s Approval.

Flier on page 5

The Horticulture Committee of Austin County will host its Annual Pecan Show on Tuesday, December 9, 2025, at
the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office located at 800 E Wendt St, Bellville, TX 77418. There will be a short edu-
cational program starting at 6:00 p.m., followed by an awards presentation. This year’s Pecan Program will feature Ste-
phen Janak, AgriLife Extension Horticulture Program Specialist. Mr. Janak will be discussing What is Takes to Win the
State Pecan Show. The educational and awards program is free and open to the public, even if you did not enter pecans
into the show.

A copy of the contest results will be posted at the AgriLife Extension Office, on the AgriLife Facebook page, and
on the AgriLife website as well. For the Educational and Awards Program, you are encouraged to RSVP since dinner
will be provided. Please RSVP by Friday, December 5th.

Flier on page 4

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Events

e December 9th: Austin County Pecan Program — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 6:00 p.m.

e December 12th: SHR CEU Conference — Four County Auction Center, Industry, 12:30 p.m. (5 CEUs)

e December 24th-25th: Austin County Extension Office — CLOSED for Christmas Holidays

e December 31st—January 1st: Austin County Extension Office — CLOSED for News Years Holidays

e January 20th: Lunch n Learn Series — TBA—Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 a.m.

e January 23rd: Private Applicator License Training — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:00 p.m.

e February 6th: Gulf Coast Winegrowers Watson Field Day — Cat Spring Ag Society Hall, Cat Spring 8:00 a.m.
e February 17th: Ft. Bend Vegetable Conference—Ft. Bend Epicenter, Rosenberg, 8:00 a.m. (5 CEUs)

e February 17th: Lunch n Learn Series — TBA—Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 a.m.

e February 27th: Small Farm & Vegetable Conference—American Legion Post, Sealy, 8:30 a.m. (5 CEUs pending)
e March 17th: Lunch n Learn Series — TBA—Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 a.m.

e April 21st: Lunch n Learn Series — TBA—Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 a.m.

e May Ist: Private Applicator License Training — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:00 p.m.

o August 14th: Private Applicator License Training — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:00 p.m.



https://austin.agrilife.org/event-registrations/

The Bluebonnet Master Gardeners of Austin County are in the planning phase of the 2026 “Lunch-N-Learn” series
which is hosted on the third Tuesday of each month from January through May and August through November. Over-
all, the series features topics related to horticulture with homeowners and backyard gardeners in mind! The speakers are

experts in their fields and practical gardeners with great tips and information for everyone.

Programs will be held at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension office located at 800 E Wendt St, Bellville. Doors
will open with registration beginning at 11:50 a.m. and the program beginning promptly at 12:00 p.m., concluding by
12:55 p.m. At the end of each session, the speaker and our Austin County Master Gardeners will be available to help

answer gardening questions.

All Master Gardener Lunch-N-Learn programs are FREE and OPEN to the public, and you are welcome to bring
your own lunch and drink. We will have a few refreshments available as well. Registration is not required but is en-
couraged. Once topics are set up, they will be posted on the website, on Facebook, an in the local newspapers.

Applications are being accepted for the Gideon Lincecum Chapter
of the Texas Master Naturalists' 2026 training class. The Texas
Master Naturalist Program’s mission is to develop a corps of well-
informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service
dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and
natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.

Master Naturalist training curriculum consists of at least 40 hours
of combined field and classroom instruction. Our Chapter’s train-
ing program is a 15-week course that meets in person on Satur-

days and virtually a few Monday evenings from January 10, 2026 |&

through mid-May, 2026. The training includes presentations and
guided field trips with subject matter experts.

Topics will range from land management, climatology, and herpe-
tology to botany and ornithology, for example. Students will also
learn about soils, pollinators and insects, mammals, archeology,
land stewardship, aquatic systems, and much more.

To learn more about our program or apply for our class, please
visit https://txmn.org/glc/becoming-a-master-naturalist/.

The Gideon Lincecum Chapter covers five counties: Austin, Colo-
rado, Fayette, Lee, and Washington, and we have a wide variety
of projects and activities for you to become involved in once you
complete your training. Come be a part of a group that believes in

Join us and become a
Texas Master Naturalist

g\’hsicr( =)
Naturalist .

Gideon Lincecum Chapter Training
begins
January 10, 2026

Learn more and apply online:

https://txmn.org/glc/becoming-a-
master-naturalist/

providing service and education to enhance our world and manage our resources.
For questions or more information, contact Ken English, Gideon Lincecum Chapter/Texas Master Naturalist, Outreach

and Marketing Director, at glectmnmkt@gmail.com.

For over 40 years, the Texas Custom Rates Survey has been an important resource for farmers, ranchers, and agri-
businesses across the state, providing accurate information on current rates paid or charged for a wide variety of agri-
cultural custom work, machine operations, and services. The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is working on
updating this resource. Please help by completing this short online survey (takes less than 15 minutes for most partici-

pants. Individual responses are confidential) tx.ag/crs2025.

To view current and past custom rate publications, visit https://agecoext.tamu.edu/resources/custom-rate-survey/. It
includes data on tractor rentals, tillage operations, planting operations, application of fertilizer and chemicals, cotton
harvesting, peanut harvesting, hauling and drying, combining and hauling grains, haying and silage operations, land

preparation, brush control, and miscellaneous livestock operations.


https://agrilife.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_24dM3oXgpY5nVdk
https://txmn.org/glc/becoming-a-master-naturalist/

If you plan on using a state-limited-use or state-restricted-use pesticide, such as Grazon P+D, 2 4-D, Weedmaster,
etc., and need a license, the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County will be hosting several Private
Applicator Training classes during 2025 at the Austin County Extension Office, 800 E Wendt St, Bellville. Books and
study materials for the course may be purchased ahead of time at the Extension Office for $50.00. A registration fee of
$10.00 will be charged for the training. The registration fee will include the training and additional study materials.
Payments need to be made by check or cash (exact change please). The training will begin at 1 p.m. and conclude at 5
p.m., available on the following days:

e Friday, January 23, 2026

¢ Friday, May 1, 2026

e Friday, August 14, 2026

e Friday, November 13, 2026

The Texas Department of Agriculture, who oversees the testing and administration of Applicator Licensing, has
contracted with Metro Institute to administer the exam for agriculture pesticide applicator licensing. Applicants will
coordinate testing with Metro Institute at one of their 31 locations around Texas. Details on the process, locations,
cost, and other pertinent information will be provided at the training to help applicants complete the licensing process.
Once applicants have completed the training and passed the exam with a score of 70 or above, they will be eligible to
apply for the Private Applicator License, allowing for the purchase of all state limited use and restricted use pesticides
used in agriculture.

Important: If an applicant has any questions about licensing or exam categories, please contact TDA at 800-835-
5832 or 512-463-7622 or Texas Department of Agriculture — Agriculture Pesticide Program, P.O. Box 12847, Austin,
TX 78711.

Flier on page 7

We are now taking applications for the 2026 Bluebonnet Master Gardener Intern Class, which will be
held in Bellville. For anyone interested in participating in the Master Gardener training program, the deadline
for signing up is Thursday, January 15th. There is a fee of $200 per participant, which will cover the cost of
materials and defray speaker expenses. An application must be completed and turned in with the fee to be
considered registered. Class size is limited. The classes will be held on Thursday mornings beginning
January 15, 2026, and continuing through April 23, 2026. There will be 3 classes that are field trips to differ-
ent locations.

The Master Gardener program is a unique opportunity for individuals who are interested in horticulture
and serving their community. Master Gardeners are trained in all facets of horticulture, such as plant & soil
science, entomology, plant pathology, landscape design, vegetable gardening, and much more. Upon comple-
tion of their training, Master Gardeners will be required to give at least 50 hours of volunteer service time in
their local community to receive the title of “Master Gardener”. Those individuals who successfully receive
the title of Master Gardener will have their state and local member dues paid for the first year of membership.

An open house will be held at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office in Bellville on Thursday,
January 8, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. (noon). For more information on the Master Gardener pro-
gram, contact the Extension office at (979) 865-2072 or visit the Bluebonnet Master Gardener website at
https://txmg.org/bluebonnet/.

Flier on page 6

The Austin County Feral Hog Bounty is still going on! The Bounty program is offered with the support of the
Austin County Commissioners Court. Participants will be awarded $10 per feral hog harvested in Austin County, with
biological evidence provided of harvest in the form of a pair of feral hog ears. Each pair must be placed in an individu-
ally sealed bag and dropped off at 1 of the 3 drop-off locations. Three local feed stores in the county - Steinhauser's in
Sealy, Linseisen’s Feed & Supply in Bellville, and Lindemann Store in Industry - will serve as the drop-off locations.

A limit of 20 pairs per household per month is allowed. All feral hogs must be harvested in Austin County and
signed paperwork must be completed when dropping off the ears to collect the bounty.

See Flier on Page 11
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Sponsored by: Horticulture Committee of Austin County

Tuesday, December 9, 2025

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Austin County
800 E Wendt St., Bellville, TX

Registration: 5:30pm
Program: 6pm-8pm
Awards: Following Program

FREE TO THE PUBLIC,
Dinner provided

Topics/Speaker:
e What it Takes to Win the State

Pecan Show

o Stephen Janak, Extension Program
Specialist

e Awards Program

Please RSVP by; December 5th

For more information please visit the Austin County
Extension Office website: austin.agrilife.org or
contact the office: 979-865-2072
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Texas "‘ife Extension provides equal oppertunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion,
i"i,al;iona origin, disability, age, genetic information, Veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S.

. Departm ?ﬁ%@ricultuge, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.
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Austin County 5 Hr

5 CEU's

Pending TDA
approval
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Four County Auction Center Reglstratlon 12 30 pm
11942 HWY 159 Program: 1 pm-6:30 pm

$50 per person
Industry, TX 78944 Dinner & refreshments are

Topics: provided

« Pesticide Laws & Regulations Update

Forage Pest (Mealy Bugs, Bermuda Stem Maggot,
Armyworms, & more)

Plant Identification of Common Pasture Weeds
Soil Improvements

Screwworm Update

Speakers:

Dr. Don Renchie, Dr. Jose Santiago-Gonzalez, Dr.
Barron Rector, and Dr. Tony Provin

RSVP by: December 8th
Please call Austin County Texas A&M AgriLife

Extension Service at 979-865-2072 to register
or visit our website at http://austin.agrilife.org

XAS A&M Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in this activity
are encouraged to contact the Extension Office in Austin County at least eight days prior to the program for assistance.

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and
GRI I F E employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information,
veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity
EXT E N S I O N throughout Texas A&M Agrilife.
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MASTER &% GARDENER

Bluebonnet

Training Classes every Thursday
January 15th - April 23rd* :

*3 classes will be Field Trips*
Graduation on Tuesday, April 28th, during the BMGA meeting °

8:30 am -12:30 pm .

Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church .
* Fuchs Hall .
936 S Front St., Bellville .

$200 per person: includes over 50 hours of gardening °
education! .

The Master Gardener program is a unique opportunity for individuals who *
are interested in horticulture and serving their community. Master
Gardeners are trained in all facets of horticulture such as plant & soil
science, entomology, plant pathology, landscape design, vegetable .
gardening, and much more. Upon completion of at least 50 hours of class «
time to receive the title of "Master Gardener", trainees are required to
complete 50 hours of volunteer service in their local community.

Course Outline

Welcome, Master
Gardeners

Soil Characteristics
Soil Improvement
Plant Development
Plant Propagation
Water

Irrigation
Earth-Kind
Landscaping
Landscape Design
Plant Pathology
Insects

Integrated Pest
Management
Viticulture
Ornamental Plants
Lawns

Lawn Weeds
Vegetables

e Herbs

For more information on the Master Gardeners program, contact the .
Extension office at 979-865-8072 or visit the Bluebonnet Master Gardener

Website at https://txmg.org/bluebonnet/apply_

Fruits & Berries
Field Trips
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Frlday, January 23rd
Friday, May 1st
Friday, August 14th
Friday, November 13th

Training is from 1 pm to 5 pm

Check-in/Registration starts 15 mins prior,
Please do not arrive more than 15 mins before the class.

'l\ ‘ J
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Training will be conducted at
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of
(2 manuals) Austin County located at
800 E Wendt St., Bellville, TX 77418

Please bring exact change

Nonrefundable
Please RSVF

TEXAS A&M

GRILIFE
EXTENSION
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' 34th Annual

Gulf Coast.Winegrowers
Guif C
5 VA Watson Field Day 2

/ine
growers

SSOC 1ation

SAVE THE DATE

Friday, February 6, 2026

For more information visit:
GrowWine.org



A1st Annual Fort Bend
Regional
Vegetable Conference
Tuesday, February 17, 2026
Fort Bend Epicenter, 28505 Southwest Fwy., Rosenberg, TX 77471

Tuesday, February 17, 2026, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm (Check-in: 7:15-8:00 am) BBQ Lunch Included
Giveaways & door prizes from our Sponsors and Exhibitors! See other side for registration information.

NEW LOCATION! 5 Tracks of Education for:
FORT BEND EPICENTER! « Backyard / Master Gardeners
icensed Pesticide Applicators - « Small Market Producers
o gi—f:scsu.«.-! « Agricultural Pesticide License Holders
(*CEUs Pending TDA approval) « Teachers / Educators '
Teachers,/Educators - Earn CPEs « Preserving the Harvest, Food Safety & Recipes
AGRILIFE fiﬁ)\ M@ N JocL e e on
EXTENSION 5/ o OPPOIRY SOy (i progi IOV

A1st Annual Fort Bend Regional ~ A2% 10
Vegetable Conference 1

(R
Tuesday, February 17, 2026 . &2
Fort Bend Epicenter, 28505 Southwest Fwy., Rosenberg, TX 77471

Early Registration: $45 now to January 15, 2026
Late Registration: $55 January 16 to February 6, 2026 at 12 noon

Register and pay online* at hitps://41stVegConf.eventbrite.com
Or Scan the QR code to be taken to the site. *Processing fees will apply.

Register in person by check or exact cash at:
Texas AGM AgriLife Extension-Fort Bend County,
1402 Band Road (Annex Bldg.), Rosenberg, TX 77471 nttps: //forlbend agrilife.org

Checks should be made payable to: AHAC  (no refunds)
Mailed in checks must be received no later than February 3, 2026 and confirmation of receipt received.
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AGRILIEE,

EXTENSION

SAVE THE DATE

AUSTIN COUNTY

COW-CALF CLINIC

& TRADE SHOW

i

MARCH 20, 2026 e Austin Coun ee

L I:":)ratge gomr%tBee %
CEU'S «

Four County

Auction Center VENDORS <«

11942 Hwy 159 W

Bellville, TX 77418 DOOR PRIZES <«

@ Contact Us Visit Us @ Website
AUSTIN.AGRILIFE.ORG

979-865-2072 800 E WENDT ST

AUSTIN-TX@AG.TAMU.EDU BELLVILLE, TX 77418

ion, a mployment to all persons regar
iev land equal employment opportu
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tin County
‘Feral og ‘Bounty
Program

Sponsored by: Austin County Commissioners Court

»  Austin County Bounty Program:

L\ Subject to fund availability, participants

4% will be awarded $10 per feral hog
harvested in Austin County. Biological
evidence MUST be provided of harvest in
form of a pair of feral hog ears. Each pair
must be placed in an individually sealed

bag and dropped off to 1 of the 3 drop-off
locations.

Only 20 pairs

per household 31 Olpa 4

per month of ears

Drop Off Locations:

» Steinhauser's (Sealy location ONLY)
e Linseisen's Feed & Supply (Bellville)
e Lindemann Store (Industry)

Feral hogs can be harvested until funds are depleted. All feral
hog MUST be harvested in Austin County.
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As a reminder to anyone that will be using state limited use or state restricted use herbicides in Austin County, a permit to
apply these herbicides must be obtained through the Texas Department of Agriculture if you plan on spraying in certain

portions of the county. The following areas of Austin County must acquire a permit as is specified in the Texas Agricultural
code, chapter 75,

1) Only that portion of Austin County lying east and south of the line beginning at the point where State Highway 36 crosses
the north county line, thence southerly along Highway 36 to FM 949; thence westwardly along FM 949 to the San
Bernard River is regulated by the Act, Subchapter G and regulations adopted thereunder.
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2) Between March 15 and July 31, in that portion of Austin
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Permits may be obtained from the Texas Agrilife Extension
Service of Austin County at (979) 865-2072. Forms can also be
obtained by contacting the Texas Department of Agriculture Gulf
Coast Regional Office in Houston at (713) 921-8200.
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No applications of any ester formulation using
any application method

South of 110: March 15-July 31
No Aerial application of 2,4-D

aN3g LYod

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

WY v/ 2

Stacie M. Villarreal
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
County Extension Agent- Agriculture & Natural Resources - Austin County
1 East Main, Bellville, TX 77418 (Mailing Address)
800 E Wendt St, Bellville, TX 77418 (Physical Address)
Phone: 979-865-2072
stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu

Austin.agrilife.org

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disabil-
ity, genetic information, or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas
Cooperating. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the
County Extension Office at (979) 865-2072 ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made.
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