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Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Events 

¶ October 3rd-12th: Austin County Extension Office ð  CLOSED for Austin County Fair  
Our Staff will be at the Fair, helping with youth projects and committees 

¶ October 3rd: Fall Forage Seminar & Hay Show ð Austin County Fairgrounds, Bellville, 8:30 a.m. 
¶ October 12th: Texas State-Wide Non-Commercial Wine Show ð Austin County Fairgrounds, Bellville, 9:00 a.m. 
¶ October 21st: Lunch n Learn Series ï Native Fall Wildflower Planting ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 a.m. 
¶ November TBA: Pasture Soil Campaign ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville 
¶ November 1stï December 1st: Pecan Show Collection period ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville 
¶ November 11th: Austin County Extension Office ð  CLOSED for Veterans Day 

¶ November 14th: Private Applicator Training ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:00 p.m. 
¶ November 18th: Lunch n Learn Series ï Study of Herbs: Thyme & Mint ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50a.m. 
¶ November 27th-28th: Austin County Extension Office ð  CLOSED for Thanksgiving Holidays 
¶ December 9th:  Austin County Pecan Program ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 6:00 p.m. 
¶ December 12th: 5HR CEU Conference ð Four County Auction Center, Bellville, 12:30 p.m. (5 CEUs) 
¶ December 24th-25th: Austin County Extension Office ð  CLOSED for Christmas Holidays  

 The Beef and Forage Committee of Austin County will be hosting the Annual Austin County Hay Show and Fall Forage 
Seminar on Friday, October 3rd, at the Austin County Fairgrounds. Registration for the program will be at 8:30 am with the 
program starting at 9:00 am. This yearôs program will cover the following: Methods of Herbicide Applications from IPT to 
Drones with Nicholas Villarreal, Owner & Operator of Trailôs End Services; External Cattle Winter Pest Control and Screw-
worm Update with Dr. Joe Paschal, Retired-Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Livestock Specialist; and Basic Herbi-
cide Weed Management with representatives from Nutrien Solutions. Three (3) Continuing Education Units (CEUs) will be 
provided to those with a pesticide applicator's license. 
 Beef cattle and hay producers were asked to turn in samples of their hay for analysis at this yearôs Austin County Hay 
Show. The analysis will give producers very useful information about the quality of the hay they are feeding to their livestock, 
and the test will help them determine what additional level of supplement their cattle may need during the winter.  The test 
will show the crude protein level, total digestibility, and acid detergent fiber (ratio of leaf to stem).  All samples in the Hay 
Show are from Austin or surrounding counties. 
 The Fall Forage Seminar following the Hay Show will cost $30 per person. After the program, there will be an awards 
presentation and lunch.  Please visit https://austin.agrilife.org/event-registrations/ or call our office to RSVP for the program 
by October 1st. Please refer to the Austin County Hay Show Guidelines available online at https://austin.agrilife.org/hay-
show/. 
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It has recently come to our attention that the Texas Department of Agriculture's "Texas Agriculture Portal" (TAP) has 
gone live on TDA's website, taking the place of the eApply and Bridge systems.  

What this means: 

New pesticide license applicants will need to visit this link: https://tap.texasagriculture.gov/ . Existing License holders 
will need to register for a TAP account using the email address they previously gave TDA so they can attach your 
existing licenses to the new account.  

Once there, users will create accounts on TAP and select "Apply License." 

Going forward, TAP is where pesticide license holders will renew their licenses, submit applications to add catego-
ries, and change their licensing information.  

This change is for both structural and agricultural licenses.  
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 For over 40 years, the Texas Custom Rates Survey has been an important resource for farmers, ranchers, and agri-
businesses across the state, providing accurate information on current rates paid or charged for a wide variety of agri-
cultural custom work, machine operations, and services. The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is working on 
updating this resource. Please help by completing this short online survey (takes less than 15 minutes for most partici-
pants. Individual responses are confidential) tx.ag/crs2025. 

To view current and past custom rate publications, visit https://agecoext.tamu.edu/resources/custom-rate-survey/.  It 
includes data on tractor rentals, tillage operations, planting operations, application of fertilizer and chemicals, cotton 
harvesting, peanut harvesting, hauling and drying, combining and hauling grains, haying and silage operations, land 
preparation, brush control, and miscellaneous livestock operations. 
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Applications are being accepted for the Gideon Lincecum Chapter 
of the Texas Master Naturalists' 2026 training class. The Texas 
Master Naturalist Programôs mission is to develop a corps of well-
informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service 
dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and 
natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas. 

Master Naturalist training curriculum consists of at least 40 hours 
of combined field and classroom instruction.  Our Chapterôs train-
ing program is a 15-week course that meets in person on Satur-
days and virtually a few Monday evenings  from January 10, 2026 
through mid-May, 2026.  The training includes presentations and 
guided field trips with subject matter experts.   

Topics will range from land management, climatology, and herpe-
tology to botany and ornithology, for example.  Students will also 
learn about soils, pollinators and insects, mammals, archeology, 
land stewardship, aquatic systems, and much more.  

To learn more about our program or apply for our class, please 
visit https://txmn.org/glc/becoming-a-master-naturalist/.  

The Gideon Lincecum Chapter covers five counties: Austin, Colo-
rado, Fayette, Lee, and Washington, and we have a wide variety 
of projects and activities for you to become involved in once you 
complete your training. Come be a part of a group that believes in 
providing service and education to enhance our world and manage our resources. 

For questions or more information, contact Ken English, Gideon Lincecum Chapter/Texas Master Naturalist, Outreach 
and Marketing Director, at glctmnmkt@gmail.com. 
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 The Horticulture Committee of Austin County will host its Annual Pecan Show on Tuesday, December 9, 2025, 
at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office located at 800 E Wendt St, Bellville, TX 77418.  There will be a short 
educational program followed by an awards presentation.  
 Entries for this yearôs show must be delivered to the AgriLife Extension Office during normal business hours, 8:00 
am to 12:00 pm and 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm, beginning Friday, October 31st, until Monday, December 1st. All entries must 
be submitted by 4:00 pm on Monday, December 1st to be entered in the show.  
 Each entry must be in a brown paper bag (provided at the office) with a completed entry card. Individuals may 
make as many entries as they wish of different pecan varieties, and each entry must consist of 50 pecans of the same 
variety. There is no fee to enter or age limit. Entries will be accepted from residents of Austin County or a surrounding 
county that does not have a county pecan show. 
 Ten (10) pecans will be randomly selected by the committee for judging. Included in the judging will be kernel 
weight percent, color, fill, and blemishes. Top placing pecans from all entries that qualify will be forwarded on for 
judging at the regional pecan show and from there, to the state contest. Pecans not being forwarded to the regional 
show may be picked up at the AgriLife Extension Office on Wednesday, December 10th, after the awards presentation. 
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 If you plan on using a state limited use or state restricted use pesticide, such as Grazon P+D, 2 4-D, Weedmaster, etc., 
and need a license, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County will be hosting one final Private Applicator 
Training class in 2025 at the Austin County Extension Office, 800 E Wendt St, Bellville. Books and study materials for the 
course may be purchased ahead of time at the Extension Office for $50.00. A registration fee of $10.00 will be charged for the 
training. The registration fee will include the training and additional study materials. Payments need to be made by check or 
cash (exact change please).  

 The final training for 2025 will begin at 1 pm and conclude at 5 pm, o:  

¶ Friday, November 14, 2025 

 The Texas Department of Agriculture, who oversees the testing and administration of Applicator Licensing, has contract-
ed with Metro Institute to administer the exam for agriculture pesticide applicator licensing. Applicants will coordinate testing 
with Metro Institute at one of their 31 locations around Texas. Details on the process, locations, cost, and other pertinent infor-
mation will be provided at the training to help applicants complete the licensing process. Once applicants have completed the 
training and passed the exam with a score of 70 or above, they will be eligible to apply for the Private Applicator License, al-
lowing for the purchase of all state limited use and restricted use pesticides used in agriculture. 

Important: If an applicant has any questions about licensing or exam categories, please contact TDA at 800-835-5832 or 512-
463-7622 or Texas Department of Agriculture ï Agriculture Pesticide Program, P.O. Box 12847, Austin, TX 78711. 
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 The Austin County Feral Hog Bounty is still going on! The Bounty program is offered with the support of the 
Austin County Commissioners Court. Participants will be awarded $10 per feral hog harvested in Austin County, with 
biological evidence provided of harvest in the form of a pair of feral hog ears. Each pair must be placed in an individu-
ally sealed bag and dropped off at 1 of the 3 drop-off locations. Three local feed stores in the county - Steinhauser's in 
Sealy, Linseisenôs Feed & Supply in Bellville, and Lindemann Store in Industry - will serve as the drop-off locations. 

 A limit of 20 pairs per household per month is allowed. All feral hogs must be harvested in Austin County and 
signed paperwork must be completed when dropping off the ears to collect the bounty. 

See Flier on Page 13 
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 Itôs that time of year in Texas for county fairs, rodeos, parades, and ag competitions, and the Austin County Fair has one 
contest that you will not find at any other County Fair in Texas. And regardless of where you live in Texas, you can partici-
pate in it!  Produced and coordinated by the Gulf Coast Winegrowers Association, the 17th Annual Texas State-Wide Non-
Commercial Wine Competition will close out the Austin County Fair on October 12th at the Fairgrounds in Bellville, TX.  
The Wine Show is the only non-commercial wine competition presented by a county fair in Texas that is open to wine entries 
from non-commercial (amateur) wine makers residing anywhere in the State of Texas. Entries must be composed of 75% or 
more Texas Grown Fruit.  Judges, commercial wineries, and commercial wine makers are ineligible.  

 Regardless of which Texas county you live in, this is your chance to have your wine evaluated in blind tastings by a 
distinguished panel of 10 judges representing educators in the fields of Enology and Viticulture, commercial grape growers 
and winemakers, members of the media, and industry-related individuals.   

 Winning wines in ten categories will be awarded Gold, Silver, and Bronze medals.  Better yet, three traditional Austin 
County Fair Belt Buckles will also be awarded to the Overall State Grand Champion (giving you bragging rights for the en-
tire state), Reserve State Grand Champion (also selected from all entries), and the Austin County Grand Champion (awarded 
to the best Austin County wine). 

 The Texas wine industry is growing in stature and size by leaps and bounds, and our commercial grape growers and 
winemakers are being recognized around the world.  Whether you are interested in starting down that path or just want to 
showcase your skills as a home winemaker, this is your chance to earn some serious Texas bragging rights. 

 The Wine Show will be held in the American Legion Hall (988 E. Main, Bellville, TX) on the Austin County Fair-
grounds. Judging (closed to the public) begins at 1:00 pm with the hall opening to the public after the judging (approximately 
3:30-5:00 pm) for the presentation of awards, winemakers meet & greet, and free tastings of all entered wines. Parking and 
admission to the Fair and Wine Show are free on that day. Winners do not need to be present to receive awards. 

 Early entry and submission of wines will be accepted from September 22nd to October 3rd between 8:30 am and 12:00 
noon, and between 1:00 and 4:00 pm at the Austin County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office. Day-of-show registration 
and entry will be on Sunday, October 12th between 10:00 am and 12:15 pm.  For a complete set of rules, entry form, registra-
tion, and wine submittal dates and locations, visit the Austin County Fair website at https://austincountyfair.com/wine-show.  
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The South Central Texas Cow-Calf Clinic Scholarship Committee is currently selling Scholarship 
Drawing tickets for twenty-one fantastic prizes totaling $49,000. The Scholarship Drawing supports the 
scholarships and youth program held at the South Central Texas Cow-Calf Clinic each year.  

The prizes will include: 
¶ 2026 Kawasaki Mule SX 4x4  

¶ Ranch King Utility Trailer & Scag 52ò Zero Turn Mower 
¶ 500 Gallon Boomless Sprayer 
¶ 24 Round Bales of Coastal Hay 
¶ Custom Processed Side of Beef  

¶ Jetstream 250 Portable Evaporative Cooler  
¶ Custom Processed Side of Beef 

¶ Turtlebox Original, 32qt. RTIC Coller, Water Jug & Swag 
¶ Custom Processed Side of Beef 
¶ Purina Rangeland 30-13 Tubs (4) 
¶ Custom Processed Side of Beef 
¶ $500.00 Visa Gift Card 

¶ Cyclone 510 Portable Evaporative Cooler  
¶ $500.00 Visa Gift Card 

¶ 1 Ton (40 Bags) Pro-Grain Beef Pro Feed 
¶ $500.00 Visa Gift Card 

¶ Cyclone 510 Portable Evaporative Cooler  
¶ MSA 60 C-B STIHL Electric Chainsaw 

¶ 48 in Diameter Round Concrete Water Trough 
¶ 1,000 Pounds (20 bags) of Schulte Grower Feed 

¶ STIHL MS 162 Chainsaw 
 
Tickets are $100 each and only 500 are being sold. Tickets are available at the Austin County Exten-

sion Office until Tuesday, October 22nd or until sold out. The drawing will be held live during the social fol-
lowing the 54th Annual South Central Texas Cow-Calf Clinic, so buy your tickets and come out to join us on 
Friday, October 24th!!  
To-date there have been 11 youth from Austin County who have received a Scholarship from this 

Scholarship Fund.  
Flier on page 5  
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The Bluebonnet Master Gardeners of Austin County are pleased to present the 2025 Fall ñLunch-N-Learnò 
series which is hosted on the third Tuesday of each month from August through November. Overall, the series 
features topics related to horticulture with homeowners and backyard gardeners in mind! The speakers are experts 
in their fields and practical gardeners with great tips and information for everyone. 
Programs will be held at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension office located at 800 E Wendt St, Bellville. 

Doors will open with registration beginning at 11:50 am and the program beginning promptly at 12:00 pm, and 
concluding by 12:55 pm. At the end of each session, the speaker and our Austin County Master Gardeners will be 
available to help answer gardening questions. 
All Master Gardener Lunch-N-Learn programs are FREE and OPEN to the public, and you are welcome to 

bring your own lunch and drink. We will have a few refreshments available as well. Registration is not required 
but is encouraged.  
Remaining presentations for the fall are: 

¶ Tuesday, October 21
st
 ï Native Fall Wildflower Planting Guide by Alyssa Harmon, Sycamore Hill Nursery 

¶ Tuesday, November 18
th ï Study of Herbs: Thyme and Mint by Madeline Johnson, Horticulture Study Group 

of the Pioneer Unit of the Herb Society of America 
For more information regarding the Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association, please visit https://txmg.org/
bluebonnet/ 
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