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Austin County 
Ag Newsletter 

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Events 

¶ August 29th: BMGA Fruit & Citrus Tree Sale ð American Legion Post #442, Sealy, 8:00 a.m. 
¶ August 29th: Fall Horticulture Program ð American Legion Post #442, Sealy, 9:00 a.m. 
¶ September 1st:  Austin County Extension Office ð CLOSED for Labor Day 
¶ September 16th: Lunch n Learn Series ï Bulbs: History, Lord and Landscaping, Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 a.m. 
¶ September 22nd-October 3rd: Early Wine Show Entries ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville 
¶ October 3rd-12th: Austin County Extension Office ð  CLOSED for Austin County Fair - Our Staff will be at the Fair 
¶ October 3rd: Fall Forage Seminar & Hay Show ð Austin County Fairgrounds, Bellville, 8:30 a.m. 
¶ October 12th: Texas State-Wide Non-Commercial Wine Show ð Austin County Fairgrounds, Bellville, 9:00 a.m. 
¶ October 21st: Lunch n Learn Series ï Native Fall Wildflower Planting ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 a.m. 
¶ November 14th: Private Applicator Training ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:00 p.m. 
¶ November 1stï December 1st: Pecan Show Collection period ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville 
¶ November 18th: Lunch n Learn Series ï Study of Herbs: Thyme & Mint ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50a.m. 

I want to apologize to everyone who looks forward to receiving the monthly Ag Newsletter via email or the 
Quarterly Ag Newsletter via physical mail. Our office has been overwhelmed with the departure of and ab-
sence of a 4-H Agent. We have been working as a team with added responsibilities to ensure everything for 
the youth program stays the same with little to no changes for them. I have taken on more livestock responsi-
bility to help with the load, so therefore the newsletter was not done as timely as I would have liked it to be. I 
am hoping with the start of the new 4-H year, we will be able to get our feet underneath us and the Septem-
ber issue of the Ag newsletter should be out on time. As always, if you want to stay current with our programs 
and events, please follow us on Facebook, check out our website or newspapers for the news releases. I tru-

ly appreciate everyoneôs patience and understanding during this transitional time.  

 Across South Texas, growers are having problems in their pastures and hayfields. 

These fields have patches that are brown and look like theyôre dead or dying. The worst 

of these fields was entirely brown and desiccated. In some fields, the damage was noticed 

following a broadleaf herbicide application. 

 The cause of this problem appears to be a mealybug. The mealybug has been found 

from south of Corpus Christi to north of Bryan, TX and as far east as Sealy, TX. It has 

been found on many different grasses including bermudagrass, bahiagrass, johnsongrass 

and several different bluestem species. There are also potential urban issues with turfgrasses.  

 Early plant symptomology is yellowing or reddening of the leaves on which the mealybug is feeding. While not 

confirmed, it is possible the mealybug may kill the grass.  

 Samples of the mealybug have been delivered to both TAMU and USDA taxonomists to identify it to species.  

Insect Description 

The adult mealybugs are 2-3 mm long and oval with a short anal tube at the rear. The body 

of older mealybugs has fine hairs about the length of the width of the body. These hairs 

extend out to all sides (left, right, front, and rear). Nymphs are very small, less than 1 mm 

in length. 

 The mealybugs are not necessarily gregarious and may be found individually on 

leaves or in larger groups. As few as one per plant can cause leaf reddening leading to leaf  
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death. They are mobile in all life stages and will move when prodded. The mealybug may also be found at or below the 

soil surface. The mealybug may also be a pest in turfgrass and landscapes.  Insect samples have been sent to experts for 

identification, and more information will be available once the insect species is determined. 

Management 

 Natural control of the mealybug through beneficial insects such as parasitic wasps is common but this seems to not 

be working in these fields. We have no economic threshold for this pet. 

 Insecticides likely to provide control in pastures include Sivanto and Sefina. However, Sivanto is only labeled to 

control aphids in grasses grown for hay in Idaho and Oregon.....not in TexasΦ Pyrethroid insecticides have grass mealy-
bugs on the label, but they may cause a population rebound by eliminating beneficial insects. 

Sivanto is labeled for aphid control in grass forage and hay and Sefina is labeled for aphid and leafhopper control in 

grass forage and hay. Flupyradifurone, the active ingredient in Sivanto, has been found to control the rhodesgrass mealy-

bug in turfgrass. Other insecticides being evaluated include Besiege, Carbaryl, Dimilin, and Lannate. 

Control is difficult to determine since the insect body has a wax covering preventing observation of a live or dead insect. 

Current methods include waiting for green up in plots with effective control. 

Remember to read the label, the Label is the Law!  

Research/Extension Opportunities 

It is important for us to know where this mealybug is being found. Below is a map of counties where the mealybug has 

been found. If you find fields with this mealybug, contact Stephen Biles (biles-sp@tamu.edu, 361-920-1138). When re-

sponding with an infestation, include the grass species if known. 

Counties with Mealybugs identified in pastures. 

Additional pictures: 

     

    

 

Article by: Stephen Biles, Extension Agent-IPM 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

For current updates on the issue visit his website at 

https://agrilife.org/mid-coast-ipm/  

mailto:biles-sp@tamu.edu
https://agrilife.org/mid-coast-ipm/
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 The Horticulture Committee of Austin County and the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County 
will be hosting a Fall Horticulture Seminar on Friday, August 29, 2025, at the American Legion Post #442 located at 
1630 Meyer St, Sealy.  Program registration will begin at 8:30 am with the first presentation beginning at 9:00 am. 

 

Information to be covered includes Planting & Maintenance of Fruit & Citrus Trees by Dr. Stephanie Adams, Exten-
sion Program Specialist, Fall Gardening by Stephen Brueggerhoff, Brazos County Horticulture Agent, and Growing 
Backyard Berries by Stephan Janak, Extension Program Specialist.  

 

The program will cost $20 per person or $35 per couple. We ask that you RSVP to the Austin County Extension Office 
at 979-865-2072 or online at https://austin.agrilife.org/event-registrations/ to reserve your seat. If you purchase a tree 
from the Bluebonnet Master Gardener Fruit & Citrus Tree sale, you will receive a $5 discount at the program. The tree 
sale will begin at 8 am outside the American Legion and will continue until sold out.  

See Flier on Page 8 
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The Bluebonnet Master Gardeners of Austin County are pleased to present the 2025 Fall ñLunch-N-
Learnò series which is hosted on the third Tuesday of each month from August through November. Overall, 
the series features topics related to horticulture with homeowners and backyard gardeners in mind! The 
speakers are experts in their fields and practical gardeners with great tips and information for everyone. 

Programs will be held at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension office located at 800 E Wendt St, Bell-
ville. Doors will open with registration beginning at 11:50 am and the program beginning promptly at 12:00 
pm, and concluding by 12:55 pm. At the end of each session, the speaker and our Austin County Master 
Gardeners will be available to help answer gardening questions. 

All Master Gardener Lunch-N-Learn programs are FREE and OPEN to the public, and you are welcome 
to bring your own lunch and drink. We will have a few refreshments available as well. Registration is not 
required but is encouraged.  

Presentations for the fall will be: 

¶ Tuesday, September 16th ï Bulbs: History, Lore, and Landscaping by Lisa Nicklow, Bluebonnet Master 
Gardener 

¶ Tuesday, October 21st ï Native Fall Wildflower Planting Guide by Alyssa Harmon, Sycamore Hill 
Nursery 

¶ Tuesday, November 18th ï Study of Herbs: Thyme and Mint by Madeline Johnson, Horticulture Study 
Group of the Pioneer Unit of the Herb Society of America 

For more information regarding the Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association, please visit https://txmg.org/
bluebonnet/ 

Flier on page 11  

The Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association will host its Annual Fruit & Citrus Tree Sale on Friday, August 29th. 
This will be a DAY OF SALE. A variety list can be found on the Bluebonnet Master Gardener website. 

The sale will take place starting at 8:00 am at the American Legion Post #442, 1630 Meyer St., Sealy, Texas. There 
will be Bluebonnet Master Gardeners on site to help with the selection of fruit and citrus trees. All trees are locally 
sourced to ensure they are acclimated to this area.  

All proceeds benefit the Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association scholarship fund, community gardening projects, 
and summer activities for area youth. The Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association is a network of trained Master 
Volunteers working directly with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service in Austin, Colorado, Fayette, and Washing-
ton Counties. More information can be found here:  https://txmg.org/bluebonnet 

 See Flier on Page 9 & 10 
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 Austin County had seven (7) pecan entries move on 
from the East Regional Pecan Show to the State Pecan Show 
for the 2024 crop year.  Results of the 2024 Texas State Pe-
can Show were announced Sunday, July 20th, at the 104th 
Texas Pecan Growers Annual Conference in Denton, Texas. 
There were 193 entries from the three regional shows (East, 
West, Central) representing 47 pecan varieties, including na-
tives and variety seedlings. Judges for the show were Dr. 
Warren Chatwin, Dr. Xinwang Wang, Dr. Angelyn Hilton, 
Keith Kubenka, and Braden Tondre, all from USDA-ARS 
Pecan Breeding & Genetics Lab, College Station, Texas. 

 Grand Champion Commercial Division pecan was en-
tered by Eric Olson, Palo Pinto County with Hopi variety 
having 42 nuts per pound and 58% kernel.  

 Grand Champion Classic & New Division pecan was 
entered by Fritz Pecan Farm, Washington County, with a 
Lakota variety having 39 nuts per pound and 60% kernel.  

 Grand Champion Native pecan was grown by Luedeker 
Farm, Austin County, a pecan with 71 nuts per pound and 
57% kernel.  

 The counties with the highest number of state pecan 
show entries were Menard (22), San Saba (18), and Coman-
che and Washington (14 each). San Saba and Victoria Coun-
ties tied for the highest number of variety class awards per 
county (1st, 2nd, 3rd) with 11 each. 

Those who placed from Austin County were: 

Native Champion ï Luedeker Farms  

1st Place Mahan ï Industry Methodist Church 

2nd Place Prilop ï Lois Steele  

1st Place Success ï Industry Methodist Church 

3rd Place Schley ï Industry Methodist Church  

1st Place Natives ï Luedeker Farms 

1st Place Past State Champion ï Lois Steele (2010 Champ) 

34!4% 0%#!. 3(/7 2%35,43  

 All beef cattle and hay producers are encouraged to turn in a sample of their hay for analysis at this yearôs Austin 
County Hay Show scheduled for October 3rd. Hay sample collection boxes and forms are available at the following 
locations: Bellville Farm & Ranch, Linseisenôs Feed & Supply Inc, and Austin County Extension Office, all in Bell-
ville; Steinhauserôs in Sealy; Bernardo Farm & Ranch in Cat Spring; 4M Feed & Ranch in New Ulm; Lindemann 
Store in Industry.  
 Samples will be accepted August 1st through August 31st. Analysis of hay samples will be done by the Texas 
A&M Forage testing lab. Results will be available after the Annual Fall Forage Seminar at the Austin County Fair-
grounds on October 3rd or mailed directly to the producer following the program.  Each location will have entry forms 
and directions for collecting samples. In addition, the analysis is offered free of charge to anyone growing forage or 
feeding hay to livestock. Forage testing is sponsored by the Beef & Forage Committee of Austin County. 
 The analysis will give producers very useful information about the quality of the hay they are feeding to their 
livestock, and the test will help them determine what additional level of supplement may be needed during the winter.  
The test will show the crude protein level, total digestibility, and acid detergent fiber (ratio of leaf to stem).  The test-
ing campaign and Hay Show is open to any hay producer from Austin or surrounding counties. 
 Producers may submit as many samples as they wish for analysis in each of the following categories: 1) Improved 
(Hybrid) Bermudagrass (Except T-85) (e.g., Coastal, Jiggs, Alicia), 2) Other Bermudagrasses (e.g., Common Bermu-
dagrass, Tifton 85), 3) Warm Season Annual Grasses (e.g., Rice Straw, Hay Grazer, Sudan Crosses, Sorghum Alum), 
4) Other Warm Season Perennial Grasses (e.g., Eastern Gamagrass, Bluestem, Johnsongrass, Kleingrass, Bahiagrass), 
5) Cool Season Grasses (e.g., Wheat, Oats, Cereal Rye, Ryegrass), 6) Legumes (e.g., Clover, Peanut, Cowpea), 7) 
Legume/Grass Mixtures (e.g., Rye/Clover, Oats/Vetch), and NEW this year 8) All other Mixed Grasses (e.g., Bermu-
dagrass/Bahia, Bermudagrass/Johnsongrass). Please refer to the Austin County Hay Show Guidelines available online 
at https://austin.agrilife.org/hay-show/. 

Flier on page 7  

 The Horticulture Committee of Austin County will host its Annual Pecan Show on Wednesday, December 10, 2025, at 
the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office located at 800 E Wendt St, Bellville, TX 77418.  There will be a short educational 
program followed by an awards presentation.  
 Entries for this yearôs show must be delivered to the AgriLife Extension Office during normal business hours, 8:00 am to 
12:00 pm and 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm, beginning Friday, October 31st, until Monday, December 1st. All entries must be submit-
ted by 4:00 pm on Monday, December 1st to be entered in the show.  
 Each entry must be in a brown paper bag (provided at the office) with a completed entry card. Individuals may make as 
many entries as they wish of different pecan varieties, and each entry must consist of 50 pecans of the same variety. There is 
no fee to enter or age limit. Entries will be accepted by residents of Austin County or a surrounding county that does not have 
a county pecan show. 
 Ten (10) pecans will be randomly selected by the committee for judging. Included in the judging will be kernel weight 
percent, color, fill, and blemishes. Top placing pecans from all entries that qualify will be forwarded on for judging at the re-
gional pecan show and from there, to the state contest. Pecans not being forwarded to the regional show may be picked up at 
the AgriLife Extension Office on Wednesday, December 10th, after the awards presentation. 

Flier on page 15 
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If you plan on using a state limited use or state restricted use pesticide, such as Grazon P+D, 2 4-D, Weedmaster, etc., 
and need a license, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County will be hosting several Private Applicator 
Training classes during 2025 at the Austin County Extension Office, 800 E Wendt St, Bellville. Books and study materi-
als for the course may be purchased ahead of time at the Extension Office for $50.00. A registration fee of $10.00 will 
be charged for the training. The registration fee will include the training and additional study materials. Payments need 
to be made by check or cash (exact change please).  
 The training will begin at 1 pm and conclude at 5 pm, available on the following days:  

¶ Friday, November 14, 2025 
The Texas Department of Agriculture, who oversees the testing and administration of Applicator Licensing, has con-
tracted with Metro Institute to administer the exam for agriculture pesticide applicator licensing. Applicants will coordi-
nate testing with Metro Institute at one of their 31 locations around Texas. Details on the process, locations, cost, and 
other pertinent information will be provided at the training to help applicants complete the licensing process. Once appli-
cants have completed the training and passed the exam with a score of 70 or above, they will be eligible to apply for the 
Private Applicator License, allowing for the purchase of all state limited use and restricted use pesticides used in agricul-
ture. 
Important: If an applicant has any questions about licensing or exam categories, please contact TDA at 800-835-5832 or 
512-463-7622 or Texas Department of Agriculture ï Agriculture Pesticide Program, P.O. Box 12847, Austin, TX 78711. 

Flier on page 14 
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 The Austin County Feral Hog Bounty is still going on! The Bounty program is offered with the support of the 
Austin County Commissioners Court. Participants will be awarded $5 per feral hog harvested in Austin County, with 
biological evidence provided of harvest in the form of a pair of feral hog ears. Each pair must be placed in an individu-
ally sealed bag and dropped off at 1 of the 3 drop-off locations. Three local feed stores in the county - Steinhauser's in 
Sealy, Linseisenôs Feed & Supply in Bellville, and Lindemann Store in Industry - will serve as the drop-off locations. 

 A limit of 20 pairs per household per month is allowed. All feral hogs must be harvested in Austin County and 
signed paperwork must be completed when dropping off the ears to collect the bounty. 

See Flier on Page 17 

!534). #/5.49 (/' "/5.49 

 Itôs that time of year in Texas for county fairs, rodeos, parades, and ag competitions, and the Austin County Fair has one 
contest that you will not find at any other County Fair in Texas. And regardless of where you live in Texas, you can partici-
pate in it!  Produced and coordinated by the Gulf Coast Winegrowers Association, the 17th Annual Texas State-Wide Non-
Commercial Wine Competition will close out the Austin County Fair on October 12th at the Fairgrounds in Bellville, TX.  
The Wine Show is the only non-commercial wine competition presented by a county fair in Texas that is open to wine entries 
from non-commercial (amateur) wine makers residing anywhere in the State of Texas. Entries must be composed of 75% or 
more Texas Grown Fruit.  Judges, commercial wineries, and commercial wine makers are ineligible.  

 Regardless of which Texas county you live in, this is your chance to have your wine evaluated in blind tastings by a 
distinguished panel of 10 judges representing educators in the fields of Enology and Viticulture, commercial grape growers 
and winemakers, members of the media, and industry-related individuals.   

 Winning wines in ten categories will be awarded Gold, Silver, and Bronze medals.  Better yet, three traditional Austin 
County Fair Belt Buckles will also be awarded to the Overall State Grand Champion (giving you bragging rights for the en-
tire state), Reserve State Grand Champion (also selected from all entries), and the Austin County Grand Champion (awarded 
to the best Austin County wine). 

 The Texas wine industry is growing in stature and size by leaps and bounds, and our commercial grape growers and 
winemakers are being recognized around the world.  Whether you are interested in starting down that path or just want to 
showcase your skills as a home winemaker, this is your chance to earn some serious Texas bragging rights. 

 The Wine Show will be held in the American Legion Hall (988 E. Main, Bellville, TX) on the Austin County Fair-
grounds. Judging (closed to the public) begins at 1:00 pm with the hall opening to the public after the judging (approximately 
3:30-5:00 pm) for the presentation of awards, winemakers meet & greet, and free tastings of all entered wines. Parking and 
admission to the Fair and Wine Show are free on that day. Winners do not need to be present to receive awards. 

 Early entry and submission of wines will be accepted from September 22nd to October 3rd between 8:30 am and 12:00 
noon, and between 1:00 and 4:00 pm at the Austin County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office. Day-of-show registration 
and entry will be on Sunday, October 12th between 10:00 am and 12:15 pm.  For a complete set of rules, entry form, registra-
tion, and wine submittal dates and locations, visit the Austin County Fair website at https://austincountyfair.com/wine-show.  

See Flier on Page 12 
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 The 2025 Austin County Home-Grown Vegetable 
Contest was held Saturday, June 7th at Linseisenôs Feed & 
Supply in Bellville. Along with the contest, there was an 
educational program on Fermented Cucumber Pickles, 
presented by Garry Kroeger from the Bluebonnet Master 
Gardener Association. Congratulations to the winners, and 
thanks to all who participated, with 21 participants bring-
ing in 69 entries.  

 We would like to thank our sponsors, Linseisenôs 
Feed & Supply, for hosting the event and Nelsonôs Plant 
Food for their donation to the Best of Show winners and 
all entries. A special thanks to Jody Taylor, County Exten-
sion Agent - Horticulture from Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-
tension Service - Fort Bend County, who served as our 
contest judge.  

This yearôs winners were: 

1st Best of Show: 
Catalea Flor Cas-
tro (Pumpkin)                         

2nd Best of Show: 
Ian Anderson 
(Cucumbers) 

3rd Best of Show: 
Scott Gates 
(Tomatoes) 

Best Tomato-Slicers 

1st: Scott Gates 

2nd: Ian Anderson 

3rd: 1823 Garden at San Felipe (BMGA) 

Best Tomato-Snackers 

1st: Martha Neva 

2nd: Jean L Priem 

3rd: Scott Gates 

Biggest Tomato 

1st: Charles Beckendorf 

2nd: Scott Gates 

3rd: Sens Demonstration Garden (BMGA) 

Best Bell Peppers 

1st: Sens Demonstration Garden (BMGA) 

2nd: Sherry Burnham 

Best All Other 
Peppers 

1st: Tom & 
Laura Harkness 

2nd: Faye 
Beery 

3rd: Marcella 
Ausmus 

 

Best Banana Peppers 

1st: Sherry Burnham 

2nd: Charles Beckendorf 

3rd: Misti Rudloff 

Best Jalape¶o 
Peppers 

1st: Scott Gates 

2nd: Tom & Laura 
Harkness 

3rd: Sens Demon-
stration Garden 
(BMGA) 

Best Cucumbers 

1st: Ian Anderson 

2nd: Scott Gates 

3rd: Peter Marshall 

Best Squash 

1st: Charles Beckendorf 

2nd: Sens Demonstration Garden (BMGA) 

Best Beans/Peas 

1st: Sens Demonstration Garden (BMGA) 

2nd: Garry Kroeger 

3rd: John Spiess 

Best Onions 

1st: Henry Schmidt 

2nd: Charles Beckendorf 

3rd: Martha Neva 

Best Potatoes 

1st: Sens Demonstration Garden (BMGA) 

2nd: Garry Kroeger 

3rd: Charles Beckendorf  

Best Fruit/Berries 

1st: B.R. Koehler (Rio Grapefruit)  

2nd: Sens Demonstration Garden (BMGA) (Cantaloupe) 

Best Peaches 

1st: Gail Spiess 

2nd: John Spiess 

3rd: Faye Beery  

Best of All Others 

1st: Sens Demonstration Garden (BMGA) (Eggplant) 

2nd: Sens Demonstration Garden (BMGA) (Okra) 

3rd: Martha Neva (Dino Kale) 

Most Unique Vegetable/Fruit  

1st: Catalea Flor Castro (Pumpkin) 

2nd: Marcella Ausmus (Purple Tomatoes)  

3rd: 1823 Garden at San Felipe (BMGA) (Heirloom To-
mato) 
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1st Place Best of Show, Catalea Flor Castro (Pumpkin)     

2nd Best of Show: Ian Anderson (Cucumbers) 

3rd Best of Show: Scott Gates (Tomatoes) 
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