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The Texas Department of Agriculture will begin using a new testing partner for pesticide applicator licensing ex-
aminations beginning May 19, 2025. With this change, PSI, the current provider, will no longer be administering
pesticide licensing exams, and Metro Institute will be taking over. This change will affect both agricultural and
structural exam takers. The process to be approved to take exams and add categories remains unchanged, only the
testing locations and provider will change. Metro has 31 exam sites in Texas, with all regions in the state being
covered. After the change takes place, testing must be done at one of the Metro locations in Texas for Texas pesti-
cide applicator licenses.

Those who wish to schedule exams or learn more about Metro Institute can do so here (https://
www.metrosignup.com/home.asp). The last day of testing with PSI will be May 19th. Scheduling for seats, starting
May 21st and after, will not be available until May 19th. The Agricultural & Environmental Safety Unit will con-
tinue to provide updates on pesticide license examinations and testing procedures as information continues to be-
come publicly available.

If you plan on using a state limited use or state restricted use pesticide, such as Grazon P+D, 2 4-D, Weed-
master, etc., and need a license, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County will be hosting
several Private Applicator Training classes during 2025 at the Austin County Extension Office, 800 E Wendt
St, Bellville. Books and study materials for the course may be purchased ahead of time at the Extension Of-
fice for $50.00. A registration fee of $10.00 will be charged for the training. The registration fee will include
the training and additional study materials. Payments need to be made by check or cash (exact change please).
The training will begin at 1 pm and conclude at 5 pm, available on the following days:
o Friday, August 8, 2025
o Friday, November 14, 2025
The Texas Department of Agriculture, who oversees the testing and administration of Applicator Licensing,
has contracted with Metro Institute to administer the exam for agriculture pesticide applicator licensing. Ap-
plicants will coordinate testing with Metro Institute at one of their 31 locations around Texas. Details on the
process, locations, cost, and other pertinent information will be provided at the training to help applicants
complete the licensing process. Once applicants have completed the training and passed the exam with a score
of 70 or above, they will be eligible to apply for the Private Applicator License, allowing for the purchase of
all state limited use and restricted use pesticides used in agriculture.
Important: If an applicant has any questions about licensing or exam categories, please contact TDA at
800-835-5832 or 512-463-7622 or Texas Department of Agriculture — Agriculture Pesticide Program, P.O.

Box 12847, Austin, TX 78711.
Flier on page 7

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Events

e May 20th: Lunch n Learn Series — Composting — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 am

e May 26th: Austin County Extension Office — CLOSED for Memorial Day

e June 5th: Austin County Livestock Association Meeting — Cat Spring Ag Hall, Cat Spring

¢ June 7th: Home Grown Vegetable Contest & Program — Bellville, 10:00 am

e July 4th: Austin County Extension Office — CLOSED for Independence Day

e August 8th: Private Applicator License Training — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:00 pm

e September 1st: Austin County Extension Office — CLOSED for Labor Day

e November 14th: Private Applicator License Training — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:00 pm



https://www.metrosignup.com/home.asp

Do you think you have the best vegetables or the biggest tomato? The Horticulture Committee of Austin County,
Linseisen’s Feed & Supply, and Nelson’s Plant Food are pleased to present the Home-Grown Vegetable Contest and
Program being hosted on Saturday, June 7th. Show off the prize-winning vegetables from your garden!

The contest is open to the public, with no entry fee and no age requirements! If you love to garden and grow vege-
tables, you can enter. Vegetable check-in will be at Linseisen’s Feed located at 551 W Main, Bellville, from 9:00 AM
until 10:00 AM. The judging will be closed to the public, with awards being presented no earlier than 11:00 AM. There
will be a free educational presentation offered at 10:00 AM held at the Bellville VFD meeting room located at 511 W
Main, Bellville, walking distance from Linseisen’s. The presentation will be given by Gary Kroeger with the Bluebonnet
Master Gardener Association. He will be showing us how to make “Fermented Cucumber Pickles”. If time permits, Ger-

ald Dupont with the Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association will show off produce from the San Felipe Museum 1823
Garden.

Only one entry per person in each of the main categories according to specifications on the informational flyer. No
rotten or split vegetables will be allowed or judged. All vegetables or fruits entered must be edible and grown by the
exhibitor. No store-bought products permitted. Please provide the correct number of samples per category when entering
to avoid disqualification.

For more information, please visit https://austin.agrilife.org/agriculture/acvegcontest/.
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Habitat at Home

Bringing wildlife habitat and native
landscapes to your home and land

Early Registration

$45

Regular Registration

Venue & Address:

Brookwood - 1502 Farm to Market 1489,

Brookshire, TX 77423

Program Agenda

8:30-9am Registration
9-9:30am Welcome & Introduction to Wildlife Management
.20-10- Land Resource Inventory and Habitat Suitability
9:30-10:30am Assessment
10:30-10:45am Break

10:45-11:30am

Species at Scales: What Wildlife Can You Manage on
Your Size Property?

11:30-12:15pm

Managing Wildlife Habitat Within Land-Use
Restrictions

12:15-12:45pm

Lunch (provided with registration)

12:45-1:30pm

Choosing Scale-Appropriate Wildlife Management
Practices

1:30-3pm

Building Wildlife Management Plans

3-3:30pm

Building Communities of Conservation

Agenda and presentation titles subject to change

Brookshire, TX
June 13,2025 - 8:30-4pm

Information:

This program is designed to walk
homeowners and landowners through the
process of implementing wildlife habitats for
properties of various sizes. From the home
pollinator garden to homesteads and rural
working lands, this series will focus on
identifying which species can be
appropriately managed on your property,
implementing habitat management in urban/
rural areas, and building a wildlife
management plan.

Lunch and all course materials provided with
registration

Register Online

https://tx.a

Questions about the program should be sent
to chase.brooke@ag.tamu.edu. Partial refunds
can be reguested up to 7 days from the start of

the program.

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal opportunities in its
programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion,

national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation,
lll
or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, USDA ...N I FA A
and the County Commissicners Courts of Texas. a—
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https://austin.agrilife.org/agriculture/acvegcontest/

The Bluebonnet Master Gardeners of Austin County are pleased to present the 2025 “Lunch-N-Learn” series
which will be hosted on the third Tuesday of each month from January through May. Overall, the series will
feature topics related to horticulture with homeowners and backyard gardeners in mind! The speakers are
experts in their fields and practical gardeners with great tips and information for everyone.

Programs will be held at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office located at 800 E Wendt St, Bellville.
Doors will open with registration beginning at 11:50 am and the program beginning promptly at 12:00 pm,
and concluding by 12:55 pm. At the end of each session, the speaker and our Austin County Master Garden-
ers will be available to help answer gardening questions.

All Master Gardener Lunch-N-Learn programs are FREE and OPEN to the public and you are welcome to
bring your own lunch and drink. We will have a few refreshments available as well. Registration is not re-
quired but is encouraged.

Our remaining series dates and topics are as follows:
e Tuesday, May 20th: Composting by Ali Blake, Bluebonnet Master Gardener.

For more information regarding the Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association, please visit https://txmg.org/
bluebonnet/.
Flier on page 4

The Austin County Feral Hog Bounty is still going on! The Bounty program is offered with the support of the
Austin County Commissioners Court. Participants will be awarded $5 per feral hog harvested in Austin County, with
biological evidence provided of harvest in the form of a pair of feral hog ears. Each pair must be placed in an individu-
ally sealed bag and dropped off at 1 of the 3 drop-off locations. Three local feed stores in the county - Steinhauser's in
Sealy, Linseisen’s Feed & Supply in Bellville, and Lindemann Store in Industry - will serve as the drop-off locations.

A limit of 20 pairs per household per month is allowed. All feral hogs must be harvested in Austin County and
signed paperwork must be completed when dropping off the ears to collect the bounty.

See Flier on Page 9

The 75th Annual meeting of the Austin County Livestock Association will be held on Thursday, June 5, 2025, at
the Cat Spring Agricultural Hall in Cat Spring, Texas.

The Livestock Association, along with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, is offering a program for 3 hours of CEU
credits. Topics covered will include Pesticide Laws & Regulations by Cammie Johnson, TDA Inspector; An IPM Ap-
proach to Insect Management in Forages, by Simeon Ross, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Program Specialist; and
Screwworms in Cattle, by Dr. Joe Paschal, Retired, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, Livestock Specialist. Three (3)
TDA CEU’s will be offered for this program: 1 General, 1 IPM, and 1 L&R.

Registration for the CEU program will be from 1:00 pm to 1:30 pm for a fee of $30.00 per person. The fee in-
cludes membership of the Austin County Livestock Association. The CEU program will be from 1:30 pm to 5:00 pm.

The Annual meeting will follow with registration starting at 5:30 pm to 6:30pm. A catered meal of BBQ brisket
and pork will be provided by Schovajsa Catering Inc. Following the meal, there will be a guest speaker, a short busi-
ness meeting, and door prizes. The guest speaker will be Gary Inglish, owner of Postive Feed. He will give a presen-
tation on a variety of supplemental tubs for livestock nutrition.

The Association has been committed to awarding scholarships to outstanding youth in Austin County who plan to
enroll in college and major in agriculture. The Association also helps support other agricultural-related activities
throughout the year.

The membership fee for 2025 is $30.00 per person. Included in the payment of your dues is one meal at the An-
nual meeting and coverage for a $500.00 reward for the recovery of livestock stolen from you.

See Flier on Page 5
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TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION

LUNCH N LEARN
SERIES-SPRING

FREE/OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH

REGISTRATION: 11:50AM - 12PM

Janua_ry 21st
: Gardening Tools

John Williamson,
Bluebonnet Master Gardener

\\
February 18th -

Study of Herbs
Basil & Oregano 1 Seed Collection

Madeline Johnson, Horticulture Study " . Mary Ann Drawl, ‘
Group of the Pioneer Unit of the Herb ;
: Society of America

y
P

April 15th

Drip Irrigation

Gerald DuPont, = Ali Blake,
Bluebonnet Master Gardener .. Bluebonnet Master Gardener

REGISTRATION IS NOT REQUIRED BUT i ] QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL:
IS ENCOURAGED. TO REGISTER CALL s g dy TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION
THE OFFICE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT b Tl SERVICE OF AUSTIN COUNTY AT
HTTP://AUSTIN.AGRILIFE.ORG FEEN 979-865-2072

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES WHO REQUIRE AN AUXILIARY AID, SERVICE OR ACCOMMODATION IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS ACTIVITY ARE ENCOURAGED TO CONTACT THE EXTENSION OFFICE
IN AUSTIN COUNTY AT LEAST EIGHT DAYS PRIOR TO THE PROGRAM FOR ASSISTANCE.
THE MEMBERS OF TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE WILL PROVIDE EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES, EDUCATION, AND EMPLOYMENT TO ALL PERSONS REGARDLESS OF RACE, COLOR, SEX,
RELIGION, NATIONAL ORIGIN, AGE, DISABILITY, GENETIC INFORMATION, VETERAN STATUS, SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR GENDER IDENTITY AND WILL STRIVE TO ACHIEVE FULL AND EQUAL EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY THROUGHOUT TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE.




Austin County
Livestock Association

Annual Meeting
June 5y 2025

Cat Spring Agricultural Hall
13035 Hall Rd., Cat Spring, TX 78933

CEU Registration: 1-1:30pm
CEU Program: 1:30-5pm
$30/person-
includes Meal & Membership Dues

CEU Speakers & Topics: (3 CEU's )_

A |
" « Pesticide Laws & Regulations, (1 L&R)
) Cammie Johnson, TDA Inspector

* An IPM Approach to Insect
Management in Forages, (1 IPM)
Simeon Ross, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Program Specialist

e Screwworms in Cattle, (1 General)
Dr. Joe Paschal, Retired, Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension, Livestock Specialist

Meeting Registration: 5:30-6:30pm
Meal: 6:30pm
Followed by Annual Meeting & Speaker

Supplemental Tubs for Livestock,
Gary Inglish,
Owner of Postive Feed in Sealy




SPONSORED BY:
AUSTIN COUNTY HORTICULTURE COMMITTEE
LINSEISEN'S FEED & SUPPLY

NELSON'S PLANT FOOD
4%
% *%
Oor
Vegetable Check In-9AM-10AM s/, @@5? 23
Obl/ /

., Speaker-10AM
'Awards-11AM (no earlier)

Vegetable Drop off/Check in at:

Educational Program & Awards at:

All entries MUST be grown by the exhibitor. All entries MUST be healthy and edible.
One entry per exhibitor per category except on "All Others", "All Other Peppers", and
'Fruits/Berries". Must still be different types of vegetables/Melons or Fruits/Berries. Judges may
add extra categories based on entry numbers

\NDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES WHO REQUIRE AN AUXILIARY AID, SERVICE OR ACCOMMODATION IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS ACTIVITY ARE ENCOURAGED TO CONTACT
\ THE EXTENSION OFFICE IN AUSTIN COUNTY AT LEAST EIGHT DAYS PRIOR TO THE PROGRAM FOR ASSISTANCE.
THENMEMBERS. OF TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE WILL PROVIDE EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES, EDUCATION, AND EMPLOYMENT TO ALL PERSONS REGARDLESS
OF RAGE COLOR SEX, RELIGION, NATIONAL ORIGIN, AGE, DISABILITY, GENETIC INFORMATION, VETERAN STATUS, SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR GENDER IDENTITY AND WILL
STRIVE TO ACHIEVE FULL AND EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY THROUGHOUT TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE.




Friday, May 9th
Friday, August 8th
Friday, November 14th

Training is from 1pm to 5pm

Check in/Registration starts 15 mins prior,
Please do not arrive more than 15 mins before the class.

Training will be conducted at
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of
(2 manuals) Austin County located at
800 E Wendt St., Bellville, TX 77418

Please bring exact change

Nonrefundable
Please RSVP.to reserve
1, 1 A RN

TEXAS A&M

GRILIFE
EXTENSION
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SAVE THE DATE

AUSTIN COUNTY

COW-CALF CLINIC

& TRADE SHOW

i

MARCH 20, 2026 e Austin Coun ce

o At CountyBee &
CEU'’S «

Four County

Auction Center VENDORS <«

11942 Hwy 159 W

Bellville, TX 77418 DOOR PRIZES <«

® Contact Us ‘ V|S|t Us @ Website
979-865-2072 800 E WENDT ST AUSTIN.AGRILIFE.ORG

AUSTIN-TX@AG.TAMU.EDU BELLVILLE, TX 77418
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Sponsored by: Austin County Commissioners Court

Austin County Bounty Program:

: : . Subject to fund availability, participants will
; ' be awarded $5 per feral hog harvested in
Austin County. Biological evidence MUST
be provided of harvest in form of a pair of
feral hog ears. Each pair must be placed in
an individually sealed bag and dropped off
to 1 of the 3 drop off locations.

Only 20 pairs $5/pair

per household
per month of ears

Drop Off Locations:
» Steinhauser's (Sealy location ONLY)
e Linseisen's Feed & Supply (Bellville)
* Lindemann Store (Industry)

Feral hogs can be harvested until funds are depleted. All feral
hog MUST be harvested in Austin County.



As a reminder to anyone that will be using state limited use or state restricted use herbicides in Austin County, a permit to
apply these herbicides must be obtained through the Texas Department of Agriculture if you plan on spraying in certain

portions of the county. The following areas of Austin County must acquire a permit as is specified in the Texas Agricultural
code, chapter 75,

1) Only that portion of Austin County lying east and south of the line beginning at the point where State Highway 36 crosses
the north county line, thence southerly along Highway 36 to FM 949; thence westwardly along FM 949 to the San
Bernard River is regulated by the Act, Subchapter G and regulations adopted thereunder.
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Permits may be obtained from the Texas Agrilife Extension
Service of Austin County at (979) 865-2072. Forms can also be
obtained by contacting the Texas Department of Agriculture Gulf
Coast Regional Office in Houston at (713) 921-8200.
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No applications of any ester formulation using
any application method

South of 110: March 15-July 31
No Aerial application of 2,4-D

aN3g LYod

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

WY v/ 2

Stacie M. Villarreal
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
County Extension Agent- Agriculture & Natural Resources - Austin County
1 East Main, Bellville, TX 77418 (Mailing Address)
800 E Wendt St, Bellville, TX 77418 (Physical Address)
Phone: 979-865-2072
stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu

Austin.agrilife.org

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disabil-
ity, genetic information, or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas
Cooperating. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the
County Extension Office at (979) 865-2072 ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made.
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