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March 2025 

Austin County 
Ag Newsletter 

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Events 

¶ March 18th: Lunch n Learn Series ï Seed CollectionðAustin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 am 

¶ March 21st: Beef Cattle SeminarðFour County Auction Center, Bellville, 12:30 pm 

¶ March 31stðApril 11th: Urban & Homeowner Soil Campaign ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville 

¶ April 11th: Feathers, Furs, & Farming ð Pond Management ð Weimar Civic Center, Weimar, 1:00 pm 

¶ April 12th:  BMGA Annual Plant Sale ð Levine Park Pavilion, Sealy, 8:30 am 

¶ April 15th: Lunch n Learn Series ï Drip IrrigationðAustin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 am 

¶ April 18th: Austin County Extension OfficeðCLOSED for Good Friday 

¶ May 9th: Private Applicator License TrainingðAustin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:00 pm 

¶ May 20th: Lunch n Learn Series ï CompostingðAustin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 am 

¶ May 26th: Austin County Extension Office ð  CLOSED for Memorial Day 

¶ June 6th: Austin County Livestock Association Meeting ð Cat Spring Ag Hall, Cat Spring 

¶ July 4th: Austin County Extension Office ð  CLOSED for Independence Day 

¶ August 8th: Private Applicator License Training ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:00 pm 

The Beef & Forage Committee of Austin County in partnership with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
of Austin County will be hosting a Beef Cattle Management Seminar on Friday, March 21, 2025, at Four 
County Auction Center located at 15900 TX HWY 159, Industry. Program registration will begin at 12:30 pm, 
with presentations from 1:00 pm until 4:30 pm. 
 
Scheduled sessions include Why Prescribed Fire, Using Drones for Herbicide Management, and Plant Identifi-
cation of Cool Season Weeds, Legumes, and Grasses. Presenters are Calan Coleman with The Nature Con-
servancy, Justin Hale with Ignition Land Services, and Dr. Robert Lane with Sam Houston State University. 
There will be 3 CEU TDA hours awarded (1 IPM & 2 GEN) at the program.  
 
The program will cost $30 per person. We ask that you please RSVP with the Austin County Extension office 
at 979-865-2072 or visit us online at https://austin.agrilife.org/event-registrations/. 
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 The Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association hosts its Annual Plant Sale on April 12th, from 8:30 am until sold 
out. This yearôs plant sale will be held at the Levine Park Pavilion, 406 Main Street, Sealy. 
 A wide variety of plants will be available for purchase including roses, ñTexas Superstarò plants, ñTexas Nativeò 
plants, ñEarth Kindò plants, succulents, butterfly friendly plants, ground covers, herbs, bushes, fruit and citrus trees, 
blueberries, blackberries, and a few surprises ï something for everyone. There will also be rain barrels, a variety of 
planters, and other garden items. 
 All plants are locally sourced to ensure they are climatized for this area. There will be many expert Master Garden-
ers on hand at the Plant Sale to help you find that special plant and give you instructions for its care. Their knowledge 
and passion for each plant are sure to inspire. 
 Proceeds from the sale help Bluebonnet Master Gardeners support the four counties (Austin, Colorado, Fayette, and 
Washington) with graduating high school senior scholarships each year, community gardens, FREE-to-the-public 
ñLunch & Learnsò, and other local activities. 
 For more information regarding BMGA, visit: https://txmg.org/bluebonnet or find us on Facebook at Bluebonnet 
Master Gardeners Association. 

See Fliers on Page 9 
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The ñTexas Watershed Stewardò program is implemented through 

Texas A&M Soil & Crop Extension.  

All watersheds in Texas are threatened by nonpoint pollution 
sources (NPS) which are detrimental to the valuable water resources 
of the state.  NPS pollution may originate from agricultural activi-
ties or from activities in urban environments. NPS sources them-
selves are diffuse and widespread.  Activities contributing to all 
forms of NPS pollution are diverse, occur daily, and in many cases, 
are human caused.  There are four general categories of NPS.     

Examples of each type of NPS pollution include, but are not limited 
to: 

¶ Nutrients from excess fertilizer applied to a homeownerôs lawn 
or runoff from a field, 

¶ Fecal coliform bacteria from waste products from wild hogs, 

¶ Sediment eroded from a plowed, nearby field, 

¶ Hazardous substances like pesticides, decomposing batteries, 
and other chemicals. 

 Across Texas, 1,051 ñimpairmentsò of assessment units were 
listed in the 2022 Texas Integrated ReportðTexas 303(d) List for surface water bodies.  This regulatory list is compiled 
every two years.  (Contact Michael Kuitu for the list, if interested.)  Impairments increased 4.2% from the 2020 re-
port.  Impairments due to elevated bacteria contributed 34% of impaired water bodies.  Other major documented impair-
ments include:  elevated organic compounds in fish tissue, 27%; and high dissolved oxygen, 13%.  Both bacteria and 
O2 impairments are caused largely by nonpoint source pollution.  Other impairments noted in the 2022 Texas Integrated 
Report include:  A) toxicity from heavy metals, B) dissolved solids, C) temperature and pH, D) Dieldrin (a synthetic 
pesticide banned in the 1980s), E) sulfate, F) excessive algal growth, and G) aquatic biological community, i.e., bottom-

dwelling invertebrates such as snails, crayfish, and mayflies.  

 Impairments are commonly attributed to NPS pollution. As the 
name implies, the point(s) of origin for NPS pollution often cannot be 
readily located or regulated.  Therefore, to help combat this threat, 
federal and state water resource management agencies have adopted a 
watershed-scale approach for managing water quality.  One vital 
component of this approach involves engaging local stakeholders to 
become actively involved in planning and implementing water re-
source management and protection programs in their watershed. 

 To support this need for stakeholder involvement, the Texas Wa-
tershed Steward (TWS) program was initiated to provide science-
based, watershed education.  This helps citizens identify and take ac-
tion to address local water quality impairments.  Texas Watershed 
Stewards learn about the nature and function of watersheds, potential 
impairments, and strategies for watershed protectionðwhich largely 
involves the implementation of agricultural and urban best manage-
ment practices. 

 Public participation is the focus of the Texas Watershed Steward program. Active public participation in local wa-
tershed management efforts is critical in addressing local water quality problems and concerns. The program is open to 
all watershed residents including homeowners, business owners, agricultural producers, decision-makers, community 
leaders, and other citizens. 

 This program is implemented through a partnership between Texas A&M AgriLife Extension and the Texas State 
Soil and Water Conservation Board. 

 

 

7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ Ȱ.ÏÎÐÏÉÎÔ 3ÏÕÒÃÅ 0ÏÌÌÕÔÉÏÎȱ ÏÆ 4ÅØÁÓ 7ÁÔÅÒÓȩ 

Fig. 1.  Chemical spill, an example of nonpoint pollution 
source (NPS), along an urban public right-of-way, Aus-
tin Co., Texas.  This illustrates nonpoint source pollu-
tion from a business that, though industrial in nature, 
would not have a point source permit typical of industri-
al entities.  (Michael Kuitu.) 

Fig. 2.  Domestic livestock, as well as wildlife, are 
common nonpoint source pollution factors in Texas 
waters.  (Michael Kuitu.) 
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&ÅÁÔÈÅÒÓȟ &ÕÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ &ÁÒÍÉÎÇ ɀ 0ÏÎÄ -ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ  

 The Austin County Feral Hog Bounty is still going on! The Bounty program is offered with the support of the 
Austin County Commissioners Court. Participants will be awarded $5 per feral hog harvested in Austin County, with 
biological evidence provided of harvest in the form of a pair of feral hog ears. Each pair must be placed in an individu-
ally sealed bag and dropped off at 1 of the 3 drop-off locations. Three local feed stores in the county - Steinhauser's in 
Sealy, Linseisenôs Feed & Supply in Bellville, and Lindemann Store in Industry - will serve as the drop-off locations. 

 A limit of 20 pairs per household per month is allowed. All feral hogs must be harvested in Austin County and 
signed paperwork must be completed when dropping off the ears to collect the bounty. 

See Flier on Page 11 
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Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Services in Austin and Colorado Counties are partnering with Texas Parks and Wild-
life to host a Feathers, Furs, and Farming program on April 11, 2025. The focus of this event is Pond Management. 
During this program, we will discuss restocking a pond, managing the vegetation in and around ponds, and pond 
maintenance.  

The event will be held at the Weimar Civic Center located at 1754 IH-10, Weimar, Texas 78962. Registration will be 
from 1:00 - 1:30 pm with the program beginning at 1:30 pm and concluding at 5 pm. Cost of attendance is $15 per per-
son or $20 per couple. For those needing TDA Hours, 1 General CEU will be offered. 

If you have any questions, please call the Austin County Extension Office at 979-865-2072, the Colorado County Ex-
tension Office at 979-732-2082, TPWD Wildlife Biologist for Colorado County at 979-732-3458, or TPWD Wildlife 
Biologist for Austin County at 832-595-8999. 

See Flier on Page 8 

 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County presents the Multi-County Urban & Homeowner Soil 
Testing Campaign in conjunction with Colorado, Fayette, and Washington Counties. This campaign will run from 
March 31st to April 11th, and is limited to soil samples for growing flowers, gardens, turfgrasses, trees, vineyards, and 
woody ornamentals. This campaign is made possible through the support of the Bluebonnet Master Gardeners and is in 
cooperation with the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Soil, Water, and Forge Testing Lab in College Station.    

 Only soil samples submitted during this time frame will be allowed. No outside time frame will be given. You may 
pick up information, collection bags, and forms at one of the several locations around Austin County.  These items will 
not be available until the end of March.  

 Soil samples, forms, and payment should also be returned to those locations before the deadline to be included in 
the discounted pricing. Extension office staff will deliver your samples to the testing lab. Sample results will be re-
turned to the Extension office and then distributed in the weeks following the collection period. 

See Flier on Page 7 
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Industrial NPS Pollution? 

 Though the focus of the Texas Watershed Steward program is on NPS pollution, facilities operating under point 
source permits issued by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) are also encouraged to partici-
pate.   Examples of facilities operating under point source permits include wastewater treatment plants, industrial facili-
ties, and some livestock feedlots.  Most of these facilities are controlled (i.e., monitored and regulated) through their 
point source permit requirements, but they may still incorporate best management practices in their operations by partic-
ipating in the Texas Watershed Steward program.  

¢ŜȄŀǎ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘ C!vǎ 

Q:  Is Texas Watershed Steward a preventive or a remediation program? 

A:  It is generally a preventative program aimed at educating stakeholders on the subject of NPS pollution in an effort to 
reduce NPS pollution. However, by incorporating best management practices, stakeholders may collectively reduce cur-
rent pollution levels in their nearby waterbodies.  

#ÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄȢȢȢ7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ Ȱ.ÏÎÐÏÉÎÔ 3ÏÕÒÃÅ 0ÏÌÌÕÔÉÏÎȱ ÏÆ 4ÅØÁÓ 7ÁÔÅÒÓȩ 
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 If you plan on using a state limited use or state restricted use pesticide, such as Grazon P+D, 2 4-D, 
Weedmaster, etc., and need a license, the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County will be 
hosting several Private Applicator Training classes during 2025 at the Austin County Extension Office, 800 E 
Wendt St, Bellville. Books and study materials for the course may be purchased ahead of time at the Exten-
sion Office for $50.00. A registration fee of $10.00 will be charged for the training. The registration fee will 
include the training and additional study materials. Payments need to be made by check or cash (exact change 
please).  
 The training will begin at 1 pm and conclude at 5 pm, available on the following days:  

¶ Friday, May 9, 2025 
¶ Friday, August 8, 2025 
¶ Friday, November 14, 2025 

 The Texas Department of Agriculture, who oversees the testing and administration of Applicator Licens-
ing, has contracted with PSI Services to administer the exam for agriculture pesticide applicator licensing. 
Applicants will coordinate testing with PSI at one of their 22 locations around Texas. Details on the process, 
locations, cost, and other pertinent information will be provided at the training to help applicants complete the 
licensing process. Once applicants have completed the training and passed the exam with a score of 70 or 
above, they will be eligible to apply for the Private Applicator License, allowing for the purchase of all state 
limited use and restricted use pesticides used in agriculture. 
 Important: If an applicant has any questions about licensing or exam categories, please contact TDA at 
800-835-5832 or 512-463-7622 or Texas Department of Agriculture ï Agriculture Pesticide Program, P.O. 
Box 12847, Austin, TX 78711. 
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The Bluebonnet Master Gardeners of Austin County are pleased to present the 2025 ñLunch-N-Learnò series 
which will be hosted on the third Tuesday of each month from January through May. Overall, the series will 
feature topics related to horticulture with homeowners and backyard gardeners in mind! The speakers are 
experts in their fields and practical gardeners with great tips and information for everyone. 
 

Programs will be held at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office located at 800 E Wendt St, Bellville. 
Doors will open with registration beginning at 11:50 am and the program beginning promptly at 12:00 pm, 
concluding by 12:55 pm. At the end of each session, the speaker and our Austin County Master Gardeners 
will be available to help answer gardening questions. 
 

All Master Gardener Lunch-N-Learn programs are FREE and OPEN to the public and you are welcome to 
bring your own lunch and drink.  We will have a few refreshments available as well. Registration is not re-
quired but is encouraged.  
 

Our remaining series dates and topics are as follows: 
¶ Tuesday, March 18th: Seed Collection by Mary Ann Drawl, Waller County Master Gardeners. Learn 
how to collect seeds from some of your favorite plants so you can share seeds or grow your own plants 
from seeds. 

¶ Tuesday, April 15th: Drip Irrigation by Gerald DuPont, Bluebonnet Master Gardener. Learn more about 
drip irrigation and how to set it up to save water. 

¶ Tuesday, May 20th: Composting by Ali Blake, Bluebonnet Master Gardener. 
 

For more information regarding the Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association, please visit https://txmg.org/
bluebonnet/.  

Flier on page 5  
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Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Stacie M. Villarreal 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

County Extension Agent- Agriculture & Natural Resources - Austin County  

1 East Main, Bellville, TX 77418 (Mailing Address)  

800 E Wendt St, Bellville, TX 77418 (Physical Address)  

Phone: 979-865-2072 

stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu  

Austin.agrilife.org 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disabil-

ity, genetic information, or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas 

Cooperating. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the 

County Extension Office at (979) 865-2072 ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made.  

2%')34%2).' &/2 ! #/5.49 02/'2!-ȩ  

CLICK HERE 

As a reminder to anyone that will be using state limited use or state restricted use herbicides in Austin County, a permit to 

apply these herbicides must be obtained through the Texas Department of Agriculture if you plan on spraying in certain 

portions of the county.  The following areas of Austin County must acquire a permit as is specified in the Texas Agricultural 

code, chapter 75,  

1) Only that portion of Austin County lying east and south of the line beginning at the point where State Highway 36 crosses 

the north county line, thence southerly along Highway 36 to FM 949; thence westwardly along FM 949 to the San 

Bernard River is regulated by the Act, Subchapter G and regulations adopted thereunder. 

2) Between March 15 and July 31, in that portion of Austin 

County lying south of Interstate Highway 10, the following 

restrictions on the use of 2,4-D formulations shall apply: 

(A) the application by aircraft is prohibited. 

(B) the use of all ester formulations by any method is prohibited. 
 
Permits may be obtained from the Texas AgriLife Extension 
Service of Austin County at (979) 865-2072. Forms can also be 
obtained by contacting the Texas Department of Agriculture Gulf 
Coast Regional Office in Houston at (713) 921-8200. 
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