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February 2025 

Austin County 
Ag Newsletter 

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Events 

• February 6th: Ft. Bend Vegetable Conference—Ft. Bend County Fairgrounds, Rosenberg, 8:00 am (5 CEUs ) 

• February 17th: Austin County Extension Office—CLOSED for Presidents’ Day 

• February 18th: Lunch n Learn Series – Basil & Oregano—Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 am 

• February 24th: Colorado County 5HR CEU— Colorado County Fairgrounds, Columbus, 8:00 am (5 CEUs) 

• February 28th: Small Farm & Vegetable Conference—American Legion Post, Sealy, 8:30 am (5 CEUs) 

• March 18th: Lunch n Learn Series – Seed Collection—Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 am 

• March 21st: Beef Cattle Seminar—Four County Auction Center, Bellville, 12:30 pm 

• April 12th:  BMGA Annual Plant Sale — Levine Park Pavilion, Sealy, 8:30 am 

• April 15th: Lunch n Learn Series – Drip Irrigation—Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 am 

• April 18th: Austin County Extension Office—CLOSED for Good Friday 

 As a reminder to anyone with a TDA Private Applicator License, you need 15 Continuing Education 
Units (CEUs) to re-certify every 5 years: 2 hours in Laws & Regulations, 2 hours in Integrated Pest Manage-
ment, and 11 hours in the General Category.  All TDA Commercial and Non-Commercial Applicator License 
holders need 5 CEUs every year to re-certify with 1 hour in Laws & Regulations, 1 hour in Integrated Pest 
Management, and 3 hours in the General Category.  
 The Horticulture Committee of Austin County, in partnership with the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service of Austin County, will be hosting a Small Farms & Vegetable Conference with 5 CEUs on Friday, 
February 28th, at the American Legion Post #442 located at 1630 Meyer St, Sealy. Program registration will 
begin at 8:30 am with the first presentation beginning at 9:00 am. 
 Information to be covered includes Hydroponics by Dr. Joe Masabni, Invasive Plants & Control by Dr. 
Stacy Hines, Pest Management Considerations in Home Gardens by Dr. Jose Santiago Gonzales, Update on 
Pesticide Laws & Regulations by Greg Baker, and Why Healthy Plants Don’t Get Pests by Gerald DuPont. 
The 5 CEUs awarded have TDA approval for 1 L&R, 2 IPM, and 2 General units.  
 The program will cost $35.00 per person or $60.00 per couple and will include breakfast & lunch. Please 
RSVP to the Austin County Extension office or online at austin.agrilife.org to reserve your seat and ensure 
resource availability.  
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Small Farms & Vegetable Conference - February 28th  

SAVE THE DATE-Bluebonnet Master Gardener Plant Sale-April 12th  
 The Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association hosts its Annual Plant Sale on April 12th, from 8:30am until sold 
out. This year’s plant sale will be held at the Levine Park Pavilion, 406 Main Street, Sealy. 
 A wide variety of plants will be available for purchase including roses, “Texas Superstar” plants, “Texas Native” 
plants, “Earth Kind” plants, succulents, butterfly friendly plants, ground covers, herbs, bushes, fruit and citrus trees, 
blueberries, blackberries, and a few surprises – something for everyone. There will also be rain barrels, a variety of 
planters, and other garden items. 
 All plants are locally sourced to ensure they are climatized for this area. There will be many expert Master Garden-
ers on hand at the Plant Sale to help you find that special plant and give you instructions for its care. Their knowledge 
and passion for each plant are sure to inspire. 
 Proceeds from the sale help Bluebonnet Master Gardeners support the four counties (Austin, Colorado, Fayette, and 
Washington) with graduating high school senior scholarships each year, community gardens, FREE-to-the-public 
“Lunch & Learns”, and other local activities. 
 For more information regarding BMGA, visit: https://txmg.org/bluebonnet or find us on Facebook at Bluebonnet 
Master Gardeners Association. 

See Fliers on Page 8 
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February is the time for forage and turf managers to begin waging war against this pest. 

Many Cenchrus spp. go by grassburs, sandburs, stickerburs, or other names. This genus includes annual and perennial 

grasses that produce a pain-inflicting seed head. The burs that house the seed not only have spines but have fishhook-

like barbs that grip what they have grabbed (Fig. 1). 

There are three native species of sandburs in Texas 

that make up most infestations. These are also re-

ferred to as grassbur by many: 

• field sandbur – Cenchrus spinifex 

• longspine sandbur – Cenchrus longispinus 

• southern sandbur – Cenchrus echinatus 

Field sandbur causes most of the problems in grass 

forages. Surveys across East Texas found all seed 

samples being this species. This species is particular-

ly problematic as it over-winters or perennializes. 

These perennials produce foliage earlier, more seeds, 

and will displace more forage than their annual counterparts. 

Forages and turf sites are at risk for sandbur infestations in nearly every county in Texas. The first line of defense is 

ensuring no seed is introduced onto the landscape. These seeds will travel many miles on wildlife, vehicle tires, and will 

stick in equipment like hay rake tines, baling belts, and 

shredders. 

One to three seeds in the sandbur pod will germinate 

once soil temperatures reach ~52°F and moisture is 

available. Germination ceases at about 74°F soil tem-

perature. Many forage and turf managers experience 

two periods of germination, spring and fall, when soil 

temperatures are in this range. In my experience, most 

seeds germinating in a growing season do so in the 

spring. In 7-13 weeks, a seed head forms (Fig. 2). 

The next line of defense against this pest is healthy for-

age that is competitive. Whether in well-managed ber-

mudagrass hayfields or lush grazed natives, many for-

age managers still encounter an ever-growing sandbur population. The first step to wage 

war against these is knowing their location and if perennials are present. 

Perennial identification is easiest in winter when the plant is dormant. Sandbur carcasses 

can be found, excavated, and the root area observed for green tissue (Fig 3). Pale green 

tissue indicates the potential perennial. If found, your management tactics will change 

once the growing season is underway. 

Herbicide Options 

Upon late winter for your area, forage and turf managers can apply a pre-emergent herb-

icide with the active ingredient indaziflam. Working from South to North Texas, the be-

ginning to the end of February is an ideal month for application. Though other products 

exist and can be effective, research across Texas points to this active ingredient perform-

ing the best for forage and turf settings.        (continued on page 2) 

Bearing with Sandburs – Managing a Painful Pest 

Fig. 1.  Scanning electron microscope image of sandbur:  a) bur; b) close-up of a 

single spine. (Photo credit: Erin Jenkins, Oklahoma State University, 2013.) 

Fig. 2.  Left, sandbur seedling; right, mature plant. 

Fig. 3.  Dormant perennial sandbur 

plant with green tissue in the root. 
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Bearing with Sandburs – Managing a Painful Pest– Continued from pg 2 

Best Initial Control in Forages– Soon (February) 

In a perennial warm-season grass forage where no seeded annuals are present, the preferred program is 3 oz./acre of 

Rezilon applied in 15 gallons per acre of water minimum. After the first hay cutting or major grazing event where the 

forage canopy is low and open, another application at the same rate should be made. This will ensure enough residual to 

last through the fall germination period. 

Ongoing Control in Forages 

If seedlings are found (≤2”) after baling the first hay cutting or major grazing event, Pastora herbicide at 1.25 oz. per 

acre included with the Rezilon application will be required for post-emerge (existing weeds) control. If perennials have 

been identified, Pastora will only be expected to provide suppression to these and any plants larger than 2 inches. 

Glyphosate at 0.4 lbs. acid equivalency per acre will eliminate larger plants and perennials. This acid-equivalent rate 

translates to 17 oz. per acre of a 3 lbs. acid equivalency (ae) per gallon (lb ae/gal), 12.8 oz per acre of a 4 lb. ae/gal, and 

11.4 oz per acre of a 4.5 lb. ae/gal product.  (If you need help determining which ‘ae’ your product is, contact your Ex-

tension agronomy specialist.) For any post-emerge application, medium droplet size should be produced. Forage injury 

may occur with glyphosate, but damage is likely to be transient if the application is made within 7-10 days of cutting. 

Best Initial Control in Turf-Soon (February) 

In a perennial warm-season turf setting where no seeded annuals are present, Specticle Flo at 6 oz. per acre (4 milliliters 

per 1,000 square feet) should be applied in a minimum of 20 gallons per acre of water (0.5 gallon per 1,000 square 

feet). A repeat application should be made 45-90 days later. Dry formulation, Specticle G, is available and can be used 

at 125 lbs. per acre (2.9 lbs per 1000 square feet) at each application. 

On-going control in Turf 

If seedlings, mature plants and/or perennials are found in turf settings, applications of Celsius WG can be effective at 

3.7 oz. per acre (2.5 grams per 1,000 square feet). A repeat application 4-6 weeks later may be necessary for larger 

plants. This application can be made with the second Specticle Flo application. 

Additional Information 

All underlined titles are live links.  Hit ‘Control’ then click to access. 

More information for forage managers is in AgriLife Extension’s Grassbur/Sandbur Identification and Management in 

Pastures and Hayfields publication. Information for turf managers is in the Grassbur/Sandbur Management in Turf pub-

lication. For additional weed management information and contacts for weed related issues across Texas, visit our web-

site. 

All links go to labels for each product at 

CDMS Home. This website has labels for 

all pesticides.   

 The Austin County Feral Hog Bounty is still going on! The Bounty program is offered with the support of the Aus-
tin County Commissioners Court. Participants will be awarded $5 per feral hog harvested in Austin County, with bio-
logical evidence provided of harvest in the form of a pair of feral hog ears. Each pair must be placed in an individually 
sealed bag and dropped off at 1 of the 3 drop-off locations. Three local feed stores in the county - Steinhauser's in Sealy, 
Linseisen’s Feed & Supply in Bellville, and Lindemann Store in Industry - will serve as the drop-off locations. 

 A limit of 20 pairs per household per month is allowed. All feral hogs must be harvested in Austin County and 
signed paperwork must be completed when dropping off the ears to collect the bounty. 

See Flier on Page 10 

AUSTIN COUNTY HOG BOUNTY 

Turf Herbicide Labels 

Specticle Flo Herbicide Label 

Specticle G Herbicide Label 

Celsius Herbicide Label 

Forage Herbicide Labels 

Rezilon Herbicide Label 

Pastora Herbicide Label 

https://extension.scsc.tamu.edu/weeds/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2025/01/SCSC-PU-258-Grassbur-Sandbur-Identification-and-Management.pdf
https://extension.scsc.tamu.edu/weeds/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2025/01/SCSC-PU-258-Grassbur-Sandbur-Identification-and-Management.pdf
https://extension.scsc.tamu.edu/weeds/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2025/01/GrassburSandbur-Management-in-Turf-2024-Final.pdf
https://extension.scsc.tamu.edu/weeds/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2025/01/GrassburSandbur-Management-in-Turf-2024-Final.pdf
https://extension.scsc.tamu.edu/weeds/
https://extension.scsc.tamu.edu/weeds/
https://www.cdms.net/
https://www.cdms.net/ldat/ldJA3000.pdf
https://www.cdms.net/ldat/ldJCE000.pdf
https://www.cdms.net/ldat/ldJ9A000.pdf
https://www.cdms.net/ldat/ldJ4Q000.pdf
https://www.cdms.net/ldat/ld9GU000.pdf
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2025 LUNCH N LEARN SERIES 

 If you plan on using a state limited use or state restricted use pesticide, such as Grazon P+D, 2 4-D, 
Weedmaster, etc., and need a license, the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County will be 
hosting several Private Applicator Training classes during 2025 at the Austin County Extension Office, 800 E 
Wendt St, Bellville. Books and study materials for the course may be purchased ahead of time at the Exten-
sion Office for $50.00. A registration fee of $10.00 will be charged for the training. The registration fee will 
include the training and additional study materials. Payments need to be made by check or cash (exact change 
please).  
 The training will begin at 1 pm and conclude at 5 pm, available on the following days:  

• Friday, May 9, 2025 
• Friday, August 8, 2025 
• Friday, November 14, 2025 

 The Texas Department of Agriculture, who oversees the testing and administration of Applicator Licens-
ing, has contracted with PSI Services to administer the exam for agriculture pesticide applicator licensing. 
Applicants will coordinate testing with PSI at one of their 22 locations around Texas. Details on the process, 
locations, cost, and other pertinent information will be provided at the training to help applicants complete the 
licensing process. Once applicants have completed the training and passed the exam with a score of 70 or 
above, they will be eligible to apply for the Private Applicator License, allowing for the purchase of all state 
limited use and restricted use pesticides used in agriculture. 
 Important: If an applicant has any questions about licensing or exam categories, please contact TDA at 
800-835-5832 or 512-463-7622 or Texas Department of Agriculture – Agriculture Pesticide Program, P.O. 
Box 12847, Austin, TX 78711. 

Flier on page 9 

PRIVATE APPLICTOR TRAININGS FOR 2025 

The Bluebonnet Master Gardeners of Austin County are pleased to present the 2025 “Lunch-N-Learn” series 
which will be hosted on the third Tuesday of each month from January through May. Overall, the series will 
feature topics related to horticulture with homeowners and backyard gardeners in mind! The speakers are 
experts in their fields and practical gardeners with great tips and information for everyone. 
 

Programs will be held at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office located at 800 E Wendt St, Bellville. 
Doors will open with registration beginning at 11:50 am and the program beginning promptly at 12:00 pm, 
concluding by 12:55 pm. At the end of each session, the speaker and our Austin County Master Gardeners 
will be available to help answer gardening questions. 
 

All Master Gardener Lunch-N-Learn programs are FREE and OPEN to the public and you are welcome to 
bring your own lunch and drink.  We will have a few refreshments available as well. Registration is not re-
quired but is encouraged.  
 

Our series dates and topics will be as follows: 
• Tuesday, February 18th: Study of Herbs: Basil & Oregano, by Madeline Johnson, Horticulture Study 

Group of the Pioneer Unit of the Herb Society of America. Find out which variety grows better and does 
well for us.  

• Tuesday, March 18th: Seed Collection by Mary Ann Drawl, Waller County Master Gardeners. Learn 
how to collect seeds from some of your favorite plants so you can share seeds or grow your own plants 
from seeds. 

• Tuesday, April 15th: Drip Irrigation by Gerald DuPont, Bluebonnet Master Gardener. Learn more about 
drip irrigation and how to set it up to save water. 

• Tuesday, May 20th: Composting by Ali Blake, Bluebonnet Master Gardener. 
 

For more information regarding the Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association, please visit https://txmg.org/
bluebonnet/.  

Flier on page 5  
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Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Stacie M. Villarreal 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

County Extension Agent- Agriculture & Natural Resources - Austin County  

1 East Main, Bellville, TX 77418 (Mailing Address)  

800 E Wendt St, Bellville, TX 77418 (Physical Address)  

Phone: 979-865-2072 

stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu  

Austin.agrilife.org 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disabil-

ity, genetic information, or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas 

Cooperating. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the 

County Extension Office at (979) 865-2072 ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made.  

REGISTERING FOR A COUNTY PROGRAM?  

CLICK HERE 

As a reminder to anyone that will be using state limited use or state restricted use herbicides in Austin County, a permit to 

apply these herbicides must be obtained through the Texas Department of Agriculture if you plan on spraying in certain 

portions of the county.  The following areas of Austin County must acquire a permit as is specified in the Texas Agricultural 

code, chapter 75,  

1) Only that portion of Austin County lying east and south of the line beginning at the point where State Highway 36 crosses 

the north county line, thence southerly along Highway 36 to FM 949; thence westwardly along FM 949 to the San 

Bernard River is regulated by the Act, Subchapter G and regulations adopted thereunder. 

2) Between March 15 and July 31, in that portion of Austin 

County lying south of Interstate Highway 10, the following 

restrictions on the use of 2,4-D formulations shall apply: 

(A) the application by aircraft is prohibited. 

(B) the use of all ester formulations by any method is prohibited. 
 
Permits may be obtained from the Texas AgriLife Extension 
Service of Austin County at (979) 865-2072. Forms can also be 
obtained by contacting the Texas Department of Agriculture Gulf 
Coast Regional Office in Houston at (713) 921-8200. 

SPRAY PERMITS REQUIRED FOR A PORTION OF AUSTIN COUNTY 

https://austin.agrilife.org/
https://austin.agrilife.org/event-registrations/

