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Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Events 

¶ October 4th-14th: Austin County Extension Office  ð  CLOSED for Austin County Fair 

  Our Staff will be at the Fair, helping with youth projects and committees. 

¶ October 4th: Fall Forage Seminar & Hay Show ð Austin County Fairgrounds, Bellville, 8:30 a.m. 

¶ October 13th: Texas State-Wide Non-Commercial Wine Show ð Austin County Fairgrounds, Bellville, 9:00 a.m. 

¶ October 15th: Lunch n Learn Series ï Seed Library ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 a.m. 

¶ November 1st: Private Applicator Training ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:00 p.m. 

¶ November 1st-18th: Pasture Soil Campaign ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville 

¶ November 1st-25th: Pecan Show Collection period ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville 

¶ November 11th: Austin County Extension Office ð  CLOSED for Veterans Day 

¶ November 15th: Harvest Horizons ð Waller County Community Center, Prairie View, 8:00 a.m. 

¶ November 19th: Lunch n Learn Series ï Entomology ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 a.m. 

¶ November 28th-29th: Austin County Extension Office ð  CLOSED for Thanksgiving Holidays 

¶ December 4th: Austin County Pecan Program ð Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 6:00 p.m. 

¶ December 6th: Feathers, Furs, & FarmingðPollinatorsðImmaculate Conception Catholic Church, Industry, 1:30 p.m. 

¶ December 13th: 5HR CEU Conference ð Four County Auction Center, Industry, 12:30 p.m. (5 CEUs) 

¶ December 24th-25th: Austin County Extension Office ð  CLOSED for Christmas Holidays  

¶ January 1st: Austin County Extension Office ð  CLOSED for News Years Day 

 Registration is now open for the Gideon Lincecum Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalists' 2024 training 
class for new Master Naturalists. The Texas Master Naturalist Programôs mission is to develop a corps of well 
informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of 
natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas. 
 Master Naturalist trainees must successfully complete the approved training program with at least 40 
hours of combined field and classroom instruction.  Our 
Chapterôs training program is a 15-week course that meets on 
Mondays and Saturdays from January 11, 2025 through mid-
May, 2025.  The training includes presentations and guided 
field trips with subject matter experts.   
 Topics will range from land management, climatology, 
and herpetology to botany and ornithology.  Students will also 
learn about soils, pollinators and insects, mammals, archeolo-
gy, land stewardship, aquatic systems, and much more.  
 To learn more about our program or register for our class, 
please visit https://txmn.org/glc/becoming-a-master-
naturalist/ . 
 The Gideon Lincecum Chapter covers five counties: Aus-
tin, Colorado, Fayette, Lee, and Washington. And we have a 
wide variety of projects and activities for you to become in-
volved in once you complete your training. Come be a part of 
a group that believes in providing service and education to 
enhance our world and manage our resources. 
 For questions or more information, contact Ken English, 
Gideon Lincecum Chapter/Texas Master Naturalist, Outreach 
and Marketing Director, at glctmnmkt@gmail.com.  
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 Beef & Forage Committee of Austin County will be hosting the Annual Austin County Hay Show and Fall Forage 
Seminar on Friday, October 4th, at the Austin County Fairgrounds. Registration for the program will be at 8:30 a.m. 
with the program starting at 9:00 a.m.  

 This yearôs program will cover the following: Harvesting Excellence: A Guide to Hay Quality & Analysis, How to 
Judge Your Hay Samples and Read Your Results, and 3 Ws of Soil Testing. Presenters included Dr. Vanessa Corriher-
Olson with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Dr. Robert Lane with Sam Houston State University, and Dr. To-
ny Provin with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service. Three (3) Continuing Education Units (CEUs) will be provid-
ed to those with a pesticide applicators license. The Fall Forage Seminar following the Hay Show will cost $30 per per-
son. After the program there will be an awards presentation and lunch.   

 See Flier on Page 4 
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 Bluebonnet Master Gardeners of Austin County are pleased to present the 2024 Fall ñLunch-N-Learnò series which 
is hosted on the third Tuesday of each month from August through November. Overall, the series features topics related 
to horticulture with homeowners and backyard gardeners in mind! The speakers are experts in their fields and practical 
gardeners with great tips and information for everyone. 

 Programs will be held at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension office located at 800 E Wendt St, Bellville. Doors 
will open with registration beginning at 11:50 a.m. and the program beginning promptly at 12:00 p.m., concluding by 
12:55 p.m. At the end of each session, the speaker and our Austin County Master Gardeners will be available to help 
answer gardening questions. 

 All Master Gardener Lunch-N-Learn programs are FREE and OPEN to the public, and you are welcome to bring 
your own lunch and drink. A few refreshments will be available as well. Registration is not required but is encouraged.  

 Remaining presentations for the fall are: 

¶ Tuesday, October 15th ï Seed Library by Mary Ann Drawl, Waller County Master Gardener 
Learn what Seed Libraries are and how they can be beneficial to a community.  

¶ Tuesday, November 19th ï Entomology by Rene® Kofman, Bluebonnet Master Gardener 

 For more information regarding Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association please visit https://txmg.org/bluebonnet/.  

See Flier on page 6 
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 The Horticulture Committee of Austin County will host its Annual Pecan Show on Wednesday, December 4, 2024, 
at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office located at 800 E Wendt St, Bellville, TX 77418.  There will be a short 
educational program followed by an awards presentation.  
 Entries for this yearôs show must be delivered to the AgriLife Extension Office during normal business hours, 8:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. (Noon) and 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., beginning Friday, November 1st until Monday, November 25th. 
All entries must be submitted by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, November 25th to be entered in the show.  
 Each entry must be in a brown paper bag (provided at the office) with a completed entry card. Individuals may 
make as many entries as they wish of different pecan varieties, and each entry must consist of 50 pecans of the same 
variety. There is no fee to enter or age limit. Entries will be accepted from residents of Austin County or a surrounding 
county that does not have a county pecan show. 
 Ten (10) pecans will be randomly selected by the committee for judging. Included in the judging will be kernel 
weight percent, color, fill, and blemishes. Top placing pecans from all entries that qualify will be forwarded on for judg-
ing at the regional pecan show and from there, to the state contest. Pecans not being forwarded to the regional show may 
be picked up at the AgriLife Extension Office on Wednesday, December 4th, after the awards presentation. 

See Fliers on Page 10 & 14 

 The Austin County Feral Hog Bounty is still going on! The Bounty program is offered with the support of the Aus-
tin County Commissioners Court. Participants will be awarded $5 per feral hog harvested in Austin County, with bio-
logical evidence provided of harvest in the form of a pair of feral hog ears. Each pair must be placed in an individually 
sealed bag and dropped off at 1 of the 3 drop-off locations. Three local feed stores in the county - Steinhauser's in Sealy, 
Linseisenôs Feed & Supply in Bellville, and Lindemann Store in Industry - will serve as the drop-off locations. 

 A limit of 20 pairs per household per month is allowed. All feral hogs must be harvested in Austin County and 
signed paperwork must be completed when dropping off the ears to collect the bounty. 

See Flier on Page 16 
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If you plan on using a state limited use or state restricted use pesticide, such as Grazon P+D, 2 4-D, Weedmaster, 
etc., and need a license, the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County will offer one final Private 
Applicator Training class this year at the Austin County Extension Office, 800 E Wendt St, Bellville. Books and 
study materials for the course may be purchased ahead of time at the Extension Office for $50.00. A registration 
fee of $10.00 will be charged for the training. The registration fee will include the training and additional study 
materials. Payments need to be made by check or cash (exact change please). The training will begin at 1 p.m. and 
conclude about 5 p.m., available on:  

¶ Friday, November 1, 2024 

The Texas Department of Agriculture, who oversees the testing and administration of Applicator Licensing, has 
contracted with PSI Services to administer the exam for agriculture pesticide applicator licensing. Applicants will 
coordinate testing with PSI at one of their 22 locations around Texas. Details on the process, locations, cost, and 
other pertinent information will be provided at the training to help applicants complete the licensing process. Once 
applicants have completed the training and passed the exam with a score of 70 or above, they will be eligible to 
apply for the Private Applicator License, allowing for the purchase of all state limited use and restricted use pesti-
cides used in agriculture. 

Important: If an applicant has any questions about licensing or exam categories, please contact TDA at 800-835-
5832 or 512-463-7622 or Texas Department of Agriculture ï Agriculture Pesticide Program, P.O. Box 12847, 
Austin, TX 78711. 

See Flier on Page 9 
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 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and Texas A&M University Horticultural Sciences are excited to offer a 

new educational program which aims to educate and expose both current and prospective fruit/vegetable farmers to the 

Pick-Your-Own (U-Pick) and Agritourism model. At many farms, the number one challenge is a shortage of labor. Be-

cause of this, there seems to be an increasing trend of small to medium sized fruit/vegetable/flower farms utilizing the 

PYO model, having the customers harvest the crops for themselves. However, utilizing this method leads to other ques-

tions about liability, pricing, managing customer flow, etc.  

 This program is designed to help answer the many questions that arise when considering this model of farming and 

selling. In addition to the informational sessions, there will be Q&A, a roundtable discussion with experienced farmers, 

and networking with both experience and prospective farmers. 

 Register online at https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/hort-ev-041. For any questions, email Stephen Janak at  

stephen.janak@ag.tamu.edu or call 361-649-8561. 
   See Flier on page 12 & 13 
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 Itôs that time of year in Texas for county fairs, rodeos, parades, and ag competitions, and the Austin County Fair has 
one contest that you will not find at any other County Fair in Texas. And regardless of where you live in Texas, you can 
participate in it!  Produced and coordinated by the Gulf Coast Winegrowers Association, the 16th Annual Texas State-
Wide Non-Commercial Wine Competition will close out the Austin County Fair on October 13th at the Fairgrounds in 
Bellville, TX.  The Wine Show is the only non-commercial wine competition presented by a county fair in Texas that is 
open to wine entries from non-commercial wine makers living anywhere in Texas.   

 Winning wines in ten categories will be awarded Gold, Silver, and Bronze medals.  Better yet, three traditional 
Austin County Fair Belt Buckles will also be awarded to the Overall Grand Champion (giving you bragging rights for 
the entire state), Reserve Grand Champion (also selected from all entries), and the Austin County Grand Champion 
(awarded to the best Austin County wine). The Wine Show will be held in the American Legion Hall (988 E. Main, Bell-
ville, TX) on the Austin County Fairgrounds. Judging (closed to the public) begins at 1:00 p.m. with the hall opening to 
the public after the judging (approximately 3:30-5:00 p.m.) for the presentation of awards. 

 Early entry and submission of wines will be accepted from September 23rd to October 4th between 8:30 a.m.-Noon 
and 1:00-4:00 p.m. at the Austin County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office.  Day-of-show registration and entry 
will be, Sunday, October 13th between 10:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.  For a complete set of rules, entry form, registration, 
and wine submittal dates and locations, visit the Austin County Fair website at https://austincountyfair.com/wine-show.  

See Flier on Page 5 
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