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August 2024 

Austin County 
Ag Newsletter 

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Events 

• August 1-31st: Hay Show Sample Collection period  

• August 9th: Private Applicator Training — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:00 p.m. 

• August 20th: Lunch n Learn Series – Companion Plants — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 a.m. 

• August 23rd: BMGA Fruit & Citrus Tree Sale — American Legion Post #442, Sealy, 10:00 a.m. 

• August 23rd: Fall Horticulture Program — American Legion Post #442, Sealy, 12:30 p.m. 

• August 30th: Lone Star Healthy Streams — Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Industry, 1:30 p.m. 

• September 2nd: Austin County Extension Office —  CLOSED for Labor Day 

• September 13th: In the Heart of Texas (Lawn Care) — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:30 p.m. 

• September 17th: Lunch n Learn Series – Propagation — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 a.m. 

• September 23rd-October 4th: Early Wine Show Entries — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville 

• October 4th-14th: Austin County Extension Office —  CLOSED for Austin County Fair-Our Staff will be at the Fair 

• October 4th: Fall Forage Seminar & Hay Show — Austin County Fairgrounds, Bellville, 8:30 a.m. 

• October 13th: Texas State-Wide Non-Commercial Wine Show — Austin County Fairgrounds, Bellville, 9:00 a.m. 

• October 15th: Lunch n Learn Series – Seed Library— Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 a.m. 

A Lone Star Healthy Streams workshop will be held on August 30th at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, 15994 

Hwy 159 W, Industry. This event is open to the general public with a focus on the Mill Creek Watershed, including 

Washington and Austin Counties. This program is offered as a joint effort by the Mill Creek Watershed Partnership, 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Texas A&M Natural Resources Institute, and the Texas State Soil and Water 

Conservation Board (TSSWCB). 

This free workshop will run from 1:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. with light refreshments provided by Lindemann Store. Two 

Texas Department of Agriculture continuing education credits for pesticide applicators are available in Integrated Pest 

Management.  RSVP to the Austin County AgriLife events page at https://austin.agrilife.org/event-registrations/   

Program focus 

This workshop will focus on the Mill Creek Watershed.  Topics covered will include basic watershed function, water 

quality, and voluntary best-management practices for grazing livestock, raising backyard poultry, and dealing with feral 

hogs to minimize bacterial contamination. In addition, technical and financial opportunities will be discussed.  

“The goal of the Lone Star Healthy Streams program is to protect Texas waterways from bacterial contamination origi-

nating from livestock, wildlife, and invasive species that may pose a serious health risk to Texans,” said Leanne Wiley, 

AgriLife Extension program specialist and Lone Star Healthy Streams coordinator, Bryan-College Station. “The aim is 

to increase awareness of non-point source pollution, provide education materials to Texas producers and landowners, 

and encourage implementation.” 

Protecting the Watershed 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension and TSSWCB advocate for best management practices that will have a positive impact 

on the Mill Creek Watershed. In addition to the sessions on livestock and poultry management, Annalee Epps, the water-

shed coordinator, will present an update on the Mill Creek Watershed Protection Plan. It will include a brief background 

on the project, as well as current water quality monitoring data. 

Funding for this effort is provided through Clean Water Act Section 319(h) nonpoint source grant administered by the 

Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

See Flier on Page 7 

Lone Star Healthy Streams– August 30th (2 CEUs) 
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2024 BMGA Lunch n Learn – Fall Series 

Horticulture Committee of Austin County and the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County will be 
hosting a Fall Horticulture Seminar on Friday, August 23, 2024, at American Legion Post #442 located at 1630 Meyer 
St, Sealy.  Program registration will begin at 12:30 p.m. with the first presentation beginning at 1 p.m. 

Information to be covered includes Planting & Maintenance of Fruit & Citrus Trees by Stephan Janak, Extension Pro-
gram Specialist; Difference Between Hydro-, Aqua-, and Aero-ponics by Dr. Joe Masabni, Extension Program Special-
ist; and Gardening in Extreme Weather Conditions by Henry Flowers, Glasco & Co. Landscaping, Inc. 

 See Flier on Page 7 

FALL HORTICULTURE SEMINAR - AUGUST 23RD  

 Bluebonnet Master Gardeners of Austin County are pleased to present the 2024 Fall “Lunch-N-Learn” series which 
is hosted on the third Tuesday of each month from August through November. Overall, the series features topics related 
to horticulture with homeowners and backyard gardeners in mind! The speakers are experts in their fields and practical 
gardeners with great tips and information for everyone. 

 Programs will be held at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension office located at 800 E Wendt St, Bellville. Doors 
will open with registration beginning at 11:50 a.m. and the program beginning promptly at 12:00 p.m., concluding by 
12:55 p.m. At the end of each session, the speaker and our Austin County Master Gardeners will be available to help 
answer gardening questions. 

 All Master Gardener Lunch-N-Learn programs are FREE and OPEN to the public, and you are welcome to bring 
your own lunch and drink. A few refreshments will be available as well. Registration is not required but is encouraged.  

 Presentations for the fall will be: 

• Tuesday, August 20th – Companion Plants for Your Garden by Gerald DuPont, Bluebonnet Master Gardener 
• Tuesday, September 17th – Propagation Basics by Randy Albers, Bluebonnet Master Gardener 
• Tuesday, October 15th – Seed Library by Mary Ann Drawl, Waller County Master Gardener 
• Tuesday, November 19th – Entomology by Reneé Kofman, Bluebonnet Master Gardener 

 For more information regarding Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association please visit https://txmg.org/bluebonnet/.  

See Flier on page 6 

16th ANNUAL TEXAS STATE-WIDE NON-COMMERCIAL WINE SHOW  

The Austin County Feral Hog Bounty is still going on! The Bounty program is offered with the support of the Austin 
County Commissioners Court. Participants will be awarded $5 per feral hog harvested in Austin County, with biological 
evidence provided of harvest in the form of a pair of feral hog ears. Each pair must be placed in an individually sealed 
bag and dropped off at 1 of the 3 drop-off locations. Three local feed stores in the county - Steinhauser's in Sealy, Lin-
seisen’s Feed & Supply in Bellville, and Lindemann Store in Industry - will serve as the drop-off locations. 

A limit of 20 pairs per household per month is allowed. All feral hogs must be harvested in Austin County & signed 
paperwork must be completed when dropping off the ears to collect the bounty. 

See Flier on Page 10 

AUSTIN COUNTY HOG BOUNTY 

 It’s that time of year in Texas for county fairs, rodeos, parades, and ag competitions, and the Austin County Fair has 
one contest that you will not find at any other County Fair in Texas. And regardless of where you live in Texas, you can 
participate in it!  Produced and coordinated by the Gulf Coast Winegrowers Association, the 16th Annual Texas State-
Wide Non-Commercial Wine Competition will close out the Austin County Fair on October 13th at the Fairgrounds in 
Bellville, TX.  The Wine Show is the only non-commercial wine competition presented by a county fair in Texas that is 
open to wine entries from non-commercial wine makers living anywhere in Texas.   

 Winning wines in ten categories will be awarded Gold, Silver, and Bronze medals.  Better yet, three traditional 
Austin County Fair Belt Buckles will also be awarded to the Overall Grand Champion (giving you bragging rights for 
the entire state), Reserve Grand Champion (also selected from all entries), and the Austin County Grand Champion 
(awarded to the best Austin County wine). The Wine Show will be held in the American Legion Hall (988 E. Main, Bell-
ville, TX) on the Austin County Fairgrounds. Judging (closed to the public) begins at 1:00 p.m. with the hall opening to 
the public after the judging (approximately 3:30-5:00 p.m.) for the presentation of awards. 

 Early entry and submission of wines will be accepted from September 23rd to October 4th between 8:30 a.m.-Noon 
and 1:00-4:00 p.m. at the Austin County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office.  Day-of-show registration and entry 
will be, Sunday, October 13th between 10:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.  For a complete set of rules, entry form, registration, 
and wine submittal dates and locations, visit the Austin County Fair website at https://austincountyfair.com/wine-show.  

See Flier on Page 9 
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HAY & FORAGE PRODUCERS ENCOURAGED TO SUBMIT SAMPLES FOR ANALYSIS  

 If you plan on using a state limited use or state restricted use pesticide, such as Grazon P+D, 2 4-D, Weed-
master, etc., and need a license, the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County will be hosting sev-
eral Private Applicator Training classes during 2024 at the Austin County Extension Office, 800 E Wendt St, Bell-
ville. Books and study materials for the course may be purchased ahead of time at the Extension Office for $50.00. 
A registration fee of $10.00 will be charged for the training. The registration fee will include the training and addi-
tional study materials. Payments need to be made by check or cash (exact change please). The training will begin 
at 1 p.m. and conclude about 5 p.m., available on the following days:  

• Friday, August 9, 2024 * Date Change* 
• Friday, November 1, 2024 

 The Texas Department of Agriculture, who oversees the testing and administration of Applicator Licensing, 
has contracted with PSI Services to administer the exam for agriculture pesticide applicator licensing. Applicants 
will coordinate testing with PSI at one of their 22 locations around Texas. Details on the process, locations, cost, 
and other pertinent information will be provided at the training to help applicants complete the licensing process. 
Once applicants have completed the training and passed the exam with a score of 70 or above, they will be eligible 
to apply for the Private Applicator License, allowing for the purchase of all state limited use and restricted use pes-
ticides used in agriculture. 

 Important: If an applicant has any questions about licensing or exam categories, please contact TDA at 800-
835-5832 or 512-463-7622 or Texas Department of Agriculture – Agriculture Pesticide Program, P.O. Box 12847, 
Austin, TX 78711. 

See Flier on Page 5 

PRIVATE APPLICATOR TRAINING– UPDATED SCHEDULE  

 Beef & Forage Committee of Austin County is encouraging beef cattle producers to turn in a sample of their hay 
for analysis at this year’s Austin County Hay Show.  Beginning August 1st, hay samples will be accepted at different 
locations throughout Austin County. The analysis will be done by the Texas A&M Forage Testing Lab. Results will be 
available after the Annual Fall Forage Seminar at the Austin County Fairgrounds on October 4th or mailed directly to 
the producer following the program.  Each location will have entry forms and directions for collecting samples. Collec-
tion boxes will be provided. In addition, the analysis is offered free of charge to anyone growing or feeding hay to live-
stock. 
 The analysis will give producers useful information about the quality of the hay they are feeding to their livestock, 
and the test will help them determine what additional level of supplement may be needed during the winter.  The test 
will show the crude protein level, total digestibility, and acid detergent fiber (ratio of leaf to stem).  The testing cam-
paign and Hay Show is open to any hay producer from Austin or surrounding counties. 
 Producers may submit as many samples as they wish for analysis in each of the following categories: 1) Improved 
(Hybrid) Bermudagrass (Except T-85) (e.g., Coastal, Jiggs, Alicia), 2) Other Bermudagrasses (e.g., Common Bermu-
dagrass, Tifton 85), 3) Warm Season Annual Grasses (e.g., Rice Straw, Hay Grazer, Sudan Crosses, Sorghum Alum), 4) 
Other Warm Season Perennial Grasses (e.g., Eastern Gamagrass, Bluestem, Johnsongrass, Kleingrass, Bahiagrass), 5) 
Cool Season Grasses (e.g., Wheat, Oats, Cereal Rye, Ryegrass), 6) Legumes (e.g., Clover, Peanut, Cowpea), 7) Leg-
ume/Grass Mixtures (e.g., Rye/Clover, Oats/Vetch), and NEW this year 8) All other Mixed Grasses (e.g., Bermu-
dagrass/Bahia, Bermudagrass/Johnsongrass). Please refer to the Austin County Hay Show Guidelines available online at 
https://austin.agrilife.org/hay-show/. 

 See Flier on page 5 

 SAVE the DATE! The Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association will be hosting their Annual Fruit & Citrus Tree 
Sale on Friday, August 23rd. This will be a DAY OF SALE. A variety list will be found on the Bluebonnet Master 
Gardener website closer to the sale. 
 The Annual Fruit & Citrus Tree Sale will take place on Friday, August 23rd, starting at 11:00 a.m. at the Ameri-
can Legion Post #442, 1630 Meyer St, Sealy, Texas. There will be Bluebonnet Master Gardeners on site to help with 
the selection of fruit and citrus trees. All trees are locally sourced to ensure they are climatized for this area.  
 All proceeds benefit the Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association scholarship fund, community gardening pro-
jects, and summer activities for area youth. The Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association is a network of trained Mas-
ter Volunteers working directly with the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Offices in Austin, Colorado, Fayette, and 
Washington Counties. More information can be found here:  https://txmg.org/bluebonnet. 
 

See Flier on Page 6 

BLUEBONNET MASTER GARDENER FRUIT & CITRUS TREE SALE  
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State Pecan Show Results 2023 Crop 
The Texas State Pecan Show for pecans grown in 2023 was judged on July 14, 2024, in conjunction with the 
Texas Pecan Grower’s Association annual conference in San Marcos. Dr. Warren Chatwin and Mr. Braden 
Tondre, USDA-ARS Pecan Breeding & Genetics Program in College Station, Texas, judged the 187 entries 
covering 42 variety classes. Seventy-five entities—individual growers or commercial farms—representing 32 
Texas counties, previously placed at their respective regional competitions, qualifying them for the state com-
petition. Menard County had the highest number of entries among counties (20) with nine growers receiving 
awards. Washington County had the highest number of growers receiving awards (12), and DeWitt had the 
second highest (11).  

Austin County had twelve (12) entries in the State Show, ten (10) of which placed.    
Placings are as follows: 
1st Place Melrose - Florian Pawlak 
3rd Place Prilop - Lois Steele  
1st Place Stuart - Freddie Engelbrecht 
2nd Place Success - Clint Rinn 
2nd Place Variety Seedling - J.L. Spiess 
3rd Place Desirable - Ronnie Kuciemba 
2nd Place Kiowa - Ronnie Kuciemba 
1st Place Natives - Luedeker Farms (Mud Tank) ; Native Grand Champion - Luedeker Farms  
2nd Place Past State Champion - Lois Steele (2009 Champ) 
3rd Place Past State Champion - Annie Wittner (2023 Champ) 
 
Grand and Reserve Champion distinctions were made in three divisions—Commercial, Classic & New, and 
Native. For the native division, Grand Champion was awarded to Luedeker Farm, Austin County, for a native 
having 66 nuts per pound and 42% kernel. Reserve Champion native pecan was Marilyn Stein, Medina Coun-
ty, with a native sample having 63 nuts per pound and 43% kernel. In the Classic & New division, the Grand 
Champion winner was Robert Schuetze, Milam County, with ‘GraTex’ variety, a sample having 40 nuts per 
pound and 64% kernel. Reserve Champion (Classic & New) was won by Lloyd & Connie Boedeker, DeWitt 
County, ‘Shawnee’ variety at 45 nuts per pound and 56% kernel. The Commercial Division Grand Champion 
was won by Lloyd & Connie Boedeker, DeWitt County, with a ‘Pawnee’ variety showing 36 nuts per pound 
and 61% kernel. Reserve Champion Commercial was won by John & Bertha Abraham, Wharton County, 
with ‘Oconee’ showing 37 nuts per pound and 57% kernel. 
 
Be sure to save 50 pecans from this year’s crop (2024) to enter the Austin County Pecan Show. Entries are 
due November 25th by 5 p.m. to the Austin County Extension Office.    

See Flier on Page 9 

 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County is partnering with the Bluebonnet Groundwater Con-
servation District to provide an educational lawn care program on Friday, September 13, 2024. The presentation will 
begin with updates on both the Mill Creek Watershed and the Bluebonnet Groundwater Conservation District. The pro-
gram will then proceed with Efficient Water Use on Landscapes, Fertilizer Use on Your Lawns, and Selecting the Best 
Plants for Your Landscape. Presenters include Dean Minchillo with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and Lisa 
Nicklow with the Bluebonnet Master Gardeners. Updates will be provided by Annalee Epps with the Mill Creek Wa-
tershed and Zach Holland with the Bluebonnet Groundwater Conservation District.  
 
The event will be held at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service office located at 800 E Wendt St, Bellville, 
77418. Registration will be held from 1:00 - 1:30 p.m., with the program beginning at 1:30 p.m. and concluding by 
4:30 p.m. The cost of attendance is free, thanks to the Bluebonnet Ground Conservation District. 
 
Please RSVP by September 11th to the Austin County Extension Office or online at austin.agrilife.org to reserve your 
seat and ensure resource availability. 

See Flier on Page 8 

IN THE HEART OF TEXAS - LAWN CARE PROGRAM  
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