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February 2024 

Austin County 
Ag Newsletter 

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Events 

• February 2nd: Gulf Coast Grape Growers Field Day — Cat Spring Ag Hall, Cat Spring, 8:00a.m. 

• February 5th: Water Sample drop off — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 8:30a.m. to 10:00a.m. 

• February 7th: Water Well Owners Educational Event — Kenney Ag Hall, Kenney 8:30a.m. 

• February 8th: 38th Annual Ft. Bend Vegetable Conference — Ft. Bend Fairgrounds, Rosenberg, 8a.m. (5 CEUs) 

• February 19th: Austin County Extension Office —  CLOSED for Presidents’ Day 

• February 20th: Lunch n Learn Series – Herbs — Austin County Courthouse, Bellville, 11:50a.m. 

• February 23rd: Small Farms & Vegetable Conf. — American Legion, Sealy, 8:30a.m. (5 CEUs) 

• February 26th: Colorado County 5HR CEU— Colorado County Fairgrounds, Columbus, 8:00a.m. (5 CEUs) 

• March 19th: Lunch n Learn Series – Mason Bees — Austin County Courthouse, Bellville, 11:50a.m. 

• April 13th: Annual Plant Sale — Levine Park Pavilion, Sealy, 9:00a.m. 

• April 16th: Lunch n Learn Series – Hugelkultur (Composting) — Austin County Courthouse, Bellville, 11:50a.m. 

• May 10th: Private Applicator Training — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:00p.m. 

• May 21st: Lunch n Learn Series – Snakes in the Garden — Austin County Courthouse, Bellville, 11:50a.m. 

TAM-AAMM: Texas A&M—AgriLife Agronomic Monday Memo 

Continued on page 2                      

What is Soil Health?—Five Common Concepts 

Fig. 2.  Extreme soil erosion in Dawson Co., Tex-
as.   Organic matter is low due to continuous 
tillage.  (Calvin Trostle) 

Fig. 1.  Simulated run-off from a soil 
with nearly solid plant residue cover 
(left) vs. bare soil run-off (right) with 
a high level of soil erosion.  (Photo 
from NRCS archives.) 
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What is Soil Health?—Five Common Concepts, Continued  

The Austin County Feral Hog Bounty is still going on! The Bounty program is offered with the support of the Aus-
tin County Commissioners Court. Participants will be awarded $5 per feral hog harvested in Austin County, with 
biological evidence provided of harvest in the form of a pair of feral hog ears. Each pair must be placed in an indi-
vidually sealed bag and dropped off at 1 of the 3 drop-off locations. Three local feed stores in the county - Stein-
hauser's in Sealy, Linseisen’s Feed & Supply in Bellville, and Lindemann Store in Industry - will serve as the drop-
off locations. 

A limit of 20 pairs per household per month is allowed. All feral hogs must be harvested in Austin County & 
signed paperwork must be completed when dropping off the ears to collect the bounty. 

See Flier on Page 12 

AUSTIN COUNTY HOG BOUNTY 
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39th Annual Fort Bend Regional Vegetable Conference  
Join us at the 39th Annual Fort Bend Regional Vegetable Conference!  Registration is $40.00. Costs cover attend-
ance to all sessions, refreshments, a BBQ lunch and time with new and various exhibitors.  Five CEUs will also be 
offered for TDA license holders.  The conference will be held Thursday, February 8th at the Fort Bend County 
Fairgrounds (Buildings C & D) in Rosenberg, Texas.   

To register and pay online visit: https://39thAnnualVegConf.eventbrite.com  To register and pay in person by 
check or cash, visit Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, 1402 Band Road (Annex Building), Rosenberg, Texas 77471.   
Due to preparations, registration at the door will be limited. On the day of the event, check-in will be held from 
7:30a.m. to 8:15a.m. with the conference beginning at 8:15a.m. and ending at 3:30p.m.   

Topics at this year’s conference are:  Bees & Honey Production, Marketing Produce, Climate/Drought & Irrigation. 
Breakout sessions available are: Backyard Gardening & Alternative Techniques with Intro to Permaculture Design, 
Mushroom Gardening, Laws & Regulations, Integrated Pest Management.    

For more information, go to https://fortbend.agrilife.org/event/39th-annual-fort-bend-regional-vegetable-
conference/  and for general questions, please contact Lorraine Niemeyer at 281-633-7033.   

                See Flier on Page 7 

The Horticulture Committee of Austin County, in partnership with the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of 
Austin County, will be hosting a Small Farms & Vegetable Conference with 5 CEUs on Friday, February 23rd, at 
the American Legion Post #442 located at 1630 Meyer St, Sealy. Program registration will begin at 8:30a.m. with 
the first presentation beginning at 9:00a.m. 

Information to be covered includes: Update on Laws & Regulations by Dr. Don Renchie, Agrilife Extension, Agri-
cultural & Environmental Safety; Learn to Calibrate your Equipment by Dr. Mark Matocha, Agrilife Extension, 
Agricultural & Environmental Safety; Best Management Strategies in Lawns and Landscapes by Micheal Potter, 
County Extension Agent for Montgomery County; and Spring Companion Planting to Help with Pest Control by 
Gerald DuPont and Gopher, Mole and Armadillo Control by B.R. Koehler, both of whom are with the Bluebonnet 
Master Gardeners and the Austin County Horticulture Committee. 

Program will cost $35.00 per person or $60.00 per couple and will include breakfast & lunch. Please RSVP to the 
Austin County Extension office or online at austin.agrilife.org to reserve your seat and ensure resource availability.  

See Flier on Page 9 

SMALL FARM & VEGETABLE CONFERENCE 

The Bluebonnet Master Gardeners of Austin County are pleased to present the 2024 “Lunch-N-Learn” series which 
will be hosted on the third Tuesday of each month from January through May. Overall, the series will feature top-
ics related to horticulture with homeowners and backyard gardeners in mind! The speakers are experts in their 
fields and practical gardeners with great tips and information for everyone. 

Programs will be held at the Austin County Courthouse, in the Basement Meeting Room located at 1 E. Main 
Street in Bellville. Doors will open for registration at 11:50a.m. with the program beginning promptly at 12:00p.m. 
and concluding by 12:55p.m. At the end of each session the speaker and our Austin County Master Gardeners will 
be available to help answer gardening questions. 

Master Gardener Lunch-N-Learn programs are FREE & OPEN to the public, and you are welcome to bring your 
own lunch and drink. We will have a few refreshments available as well. Registration is not required but is encour-
aged. 

Remaining series dates and topics will be as follows: 

• Tuesday, February 20th: Learn More About Herbs by our own Bluebonnet Master Gardeners, Bob Haeuser, 
Lisa Nicklow, and Linda Miller 

• Tuesday, March 19th: Mason Bees by a local beekeeper, Tom Shaughnessy 

• Tuesday, April 16th: Learn About Hugelkultur “Hill Culture” Composting by Mary Karish, Waller County 
Master Gardener 

• Tuesday, May 21st: Snakes in the Garden: Good vs Bad by Jon McLeod, Wildlife Biologist for Austin & Fort 
Bend Counties - Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

For more information regarding Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association please visit https://txmg.org/bluebonnet/.  
See Flier on page 8 

2024 LUNCH N LEARNS 

https://39thAnnualVegConf.eventbrite.com
https://fortbend.agrilife.org/event/39th-annual-fort-bend-regional-vegetable-conference/
https://fortbend.agrilife.org/event/39th-annual-fort-bend-regional-vegetable-conference/
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Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Stacie M. Villarreal 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

County Extension Agent- Agriculture & Natural Resources - Austin County  

1 East Main, Bellville, TX 77418 (Mailing Address)  

800 E Wendt St, Bellville, TX 77418 (Physical Address)  

Phone: 979-865-2072 

stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu  

Austin.agrilife.org 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disabil-

ity, genetic information, or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas 

Cooperating. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the 

County Extension Office at (979) 865-2072 ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made.  

REGISTERING FOR A COUNTY PROGRAM?  

CLICK HERE 

As a reminder to anyone that will be using state limited use or state restricted use herbicides in Austin County, a permit to 

apply these herbicides must be obtained through the Texas Department of Agriculture if you plan on spraying in certain 

portions of the county.  The following areas of Austin County must acquire a permit as is specified in the Texas Agricultural 

code, chapter 75,  

1) Only that portion of Austin County lying east and south of the line beginning at the point where State Highway 36 crosses 

the north county line, thence southerly along Highway 36 to FM 949; thence westwardly along FM 949 to the San 

Bernard River is regulated by the Act, Subchapter G and regulations adopted thereunder. 

2) Between March 15 and July 31, in that portion of Austin 

County lying south of Interstate Highway 10, the following 

restrictions on the use of 2,4-D formulations shall apply: 

(A) the application by aircraft is prohibited 

(B) the use of all ester formulations by any method is prohibited. 
 
Permits may be obtained from the Texas AgriLife Extension 
Service of Austin County at (979) 865-2072. Forms can also be 
obtained by contacting the Texas Department of Agriculture Gulf 
Coast Regional Office in Houston at (713) 921-8200. 

SPRAY PERMITS REQUIRED FOR A PORTION OF AUSTIN COUNTY 

https://austin.agrilife.org/
https://austin.agrilife.org/event-registrations/

