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It’s that time of year in Texas for county fairs, rodeos, parades, and ag competitions, and the Austin County
Fair has one contest that you will not find at any other state fair in Texas. And no matter where you live in
Texas, you can participate in it! Produced and coordinated by the Gulf Coast Winegrowers Association, the
11th Annual Austin County Fair Wine Show will close out the Austin County Fair on October 15th at the
Fairgrounds in Bellville, TX. The Wine Show is the only non-commercial wine competition presented by a
county fair in Texas that is open to wine entries from non-commercial wine makers living anywhere in Texas.

Regardless of which Texas county you live in, this is your chance to have your own personal wine evaluated
in blind tastings by a distinguished panel of 10 judges representing educators in the fields of Enology and Viti-
culture, commercial grape growers and winemakers, members of the media, and industry related individuals.

Winning wines in eight categories will be awarded Gold, Silver, and Bronze medals. Better yet, three tradi-
tional Austin County Fair Belt Buckles will also be awarded to the Overall Grand Champion (giving you brag-
ging rights for the entire state), Reserve Grand Champion (also selected from all entries), and the Austin
County Grand Champion (awarded to the best Austin County wine).

The Texas wine industry is growing in stature and size by leaps and bounds, and our commercial grape
growers and wine makers are being recognized around the world. Whether you are interested in starting down
that path or just want to showcase your skills as a home winemaker, this is your chance to earn some serious
Texas bragging rights.

The Wine Show will be held in the American Legion Hall (988 E. Main, Bellville, TX) on the Austin Coun-
ty Fairgrounds. Judging (closed to the public) begins at 1:00 pm with the hall opening to the public after the
judging (approximately 3:30-5:00 pm) for the presentation of awards, winemakers meet & greet, and free tast-
ings of all entered wines. Parking and admission to the Fair and Wine Show is free on that day. Winners do
not need to be present to receive awards.

Early entry and day-of-show registration and submission of wines is available. For a complete set of rules,
entry form, registration, and wine submittal dates and locations, visit the Austin County Fair website at https://
austincountyfair.com/wine-show

See Flier on page 11

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Events

o August Ist-31st: Collection of Hay Samples for Austin County Hay Show

o August 4th: Private Applicator Training — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:00 pm

o August 11th: Feathers, Furs, & Farming—Advise on Public & Private Hunting Lands — Weimer Community
Center, Weimer, 1 pm

o August 18th: New Landowner—Bees & Trees—Immaculate Conception German Catholic Church Parish
Hall, Industry, 1:00 pm

o August 25th: Fall Horticulture Program — American Legion Post #442, Sealy, 12:30 pm

o September 4th: Austin County Extension Office — CLOSED for Labor Day

e September 15th: New Landowner — Horticulture — Fayette County, 1:00 pm

e September 19th: Lunch-n-Learn Series — Plumerias — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 am

e October 6th: Fall Forage Program — American Legion Hall — Austin County Fair Grounds, Bellville, 8am

e October 9th-16th: Austin County Extension Office — CLOSED for Austin County Fair-Our Staff will
be at the Fair

e October 15th: Wine Show — American Legion Hall — Austin County Fair Grounds, Bellville, 10 am

e October 17th: Lunch-n-Learn Series — Bees — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 am

e October 20th: New Landowner -Wildlife Management & Native Prairie Restoration — Colorado County,
1:00 pm



https://austincountyfair.com/wine-show
https://austincountyfair.com/wine-show

Did you know Texas is home to three species of Horned Lizards? Those species are the Texas Horned Lizard
(Phrynosoma cornutum), which is commonly called a “horny toad”, the Round-tailed Horned Lizard (Phrynosoma
modestum), and the Greater Short-horned Lizard (Phrynosoma hernandesi). Horned lizards are named for the horns
they have on their heads (don’t you love when scientists use logic when naming critters), and horn configuration is
a good way to identify the species.

Texas Horned Lizard Round-tailed Horned Lizard Greater Short-horned Lizard

Horned Lizards are usually found in flat, open areas. The Texas Horned Lizard can be found across most of
Texas, but the other two species are less broadly distributed, with the Round-tailed Lizard being in the rocky areas
in the west and the Greater Short-tailed Lizard being at high elevations in the Davis and Guadalupe Mountains.
They range from about 3-6 inches in length and primarily eat harvester ants. In fact, they can consume 100 ants a
day! If you have ever had harvester ants wreak havoc on your yard or pastures, this should excite you.

Horned Lizards like it hot and tend to be less active when the temperature drops below 75° F. They tend to hi-
bernate from fall to spring and mate once they emerge from hibernating. The Texas Horned Lizard and the Round-
tailed Horned Lizard lay eggs, but the Greater Short-horned Lizard gives birth to live young.

One of the coolest things about Horned Lizards (excluding the Round-tailed Lizard) is their defense mecha-
nism. They have the ability to shoot a stream of blood from their eyes! The blood contains chemicals that taste bad
to some predators, which encourages them to leave the lizards alone.

Check out these pictures of a Texas Horned Lizard, or "horny toad". Pictures are my personal photos when I was in
grad school. Stacie Villarreal

Horticulture Committee of Austin County and the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office of Austin County
will be hosting a Fall Horticulture Seminar on Friday, August 25, 2023, at American Legion Post #442 located at
1630 Meyer St, Sealy. Program Registration will begin at 12:30 pm with the first presentation beginning at 1 pm.

Information to be covered includes Berries: Blue, Black and Red; How Native Plants Can Increase Biodiver-
sity in Your Landscape; and Native Pollinators. Presenters include Stephan Janak with Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-
tension Service, John Williamson from the Bluebonnet Master Gardener Association and Master Naturalists from
the Gideon Lincecum Chapter.

The program will cost $20 per person or $35 per couple. We ask that you please RSVP to Austin County Ex-
tension office or online at https://austin.agrilife.org/event-registrations/ to reserve your seat. See Flier on Page 9



The Multi-County New Landowner Education program is a series of eight informational meetings/seminars/
field days designed to make new landowners in Austin, Colorado, Fayette, & Washington Counties aware of what
types of agricultural enterprises are best for their property. Participants in the program will hear from experts in
various fields of agriculture concerning the best management practices that they can implement on their own prop-
erty. This innovative program assists new landowners in understanding the concepts of rural living. Participants in
the program are given exposure to ideas on raising livestock and horses, plant identification, fence building, apply-
ing pesticides, soil testing, stock pond management, pond construction, fruit and nut production, and much more.
The program also serves as a way for new residents of the four counties to network and meet new people in their
communities, find out what can be done on their land, what operations can be profitable, and possibly what oppor-
tunities they have to serve the community.

Programs remaining will be held on the third Friday of the months of August through November. Each
month’s meeting will be held at a different location in one of the four participating counties. The meetings will
begin at 1:30 pm with registration and last until 5 pm. The cost for the program is $20.00 per person per meeting.
Continuing Education Units (CEUs) for pesticide applicators will be offered as they are applicable. A great selec-
tion of refreshments will be provided at each session. The remaining programs for 2023 are:

e August 18th — Bees and Trees for Homeowners

e September 15th — Horticulture Production — Fruit Trees, Pecans, and Grapes for Landowners

e October 20th — Wildlife Management and Native Prairie Restoration

e November 17th — Emerging Issues

August Program — Bees & Trees for Homeowners — Immaculate Conception Catholic Church-Parish Hall
The August meeting for the 2023 series will take place on Friday, August 18, 2023, at the Immaculate Con-

ception German Catholic Church-Parish Hall located at 15994 TX-159 in Industry. Beekeeping continues to be a
hot topic, especially for medium to small acreage landowners. Before you jump in head-first and order the equip-
ment and a hive of bees, come learn what to expect! We will hear from a local beekeeper about what it takes to
raise honeybees in this area, some of the challenges they face, and what they’ve found to be good solutions. In ad-
dition to bees, we will take a portion of the afternoon to talk trees! In Texas, and especially in our part of Texas,
trees are a valuable commodity that landowners care about and strive to keep healthy and vigorous. Come learn
about tree biology, how to recognize common tree problems, and how to manage tree health. We will “leaf” no
question unanswered, discussing planting, pruning, watering, fertilizer, and insect and disease control. Don’t miss
this wonderful opportunity! Two CEUs (1 General, 1 IPM) will be offered for all licensed pesticide applicators.
The 2023 Multi-County New Landowner series is generously supported by:

Capital Farm Credit ------------ WC Tractor! See Flier on Page 8

Horticulture Committee of Austin County will host its Annual Pecan Show on
Thursday, November 30, 2023, at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office located
at 800 E Wendt St, Bellville. There will be a short educational program followed by

AUSTIN

CounTy
| an awards presentation.

SHow Entries for this year’s show must be delivered to the AgriLife Extension Office
during normal business hours, 8:00 am to 12:00 pm (Noon) and 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm,
* from Wednesday, November 1st through Monday, November 27th. All entries must
be submitted by 4:00pm on Monday, November 27th to be entered in the show.

Each entry must be in a brown paper bag (provided by office) with a completed entry card. Individuals may
make as many entries as they wish of different pecan varieties, and each entry must consist of 50 pecans of the
same variety. There is no fee or age limit to enter. Entries will be accepted from residents of Austin County or a
surrounding county that does not have a county pecan show.

Ten (10) pecans will be randomly selected by the committee for judging. Included in the judging will be ker-
nel weight percent, color, fill, and blemishes. Top placing pecans from all entries that qualify will be forwarded for
judging at the regional pecan show and from there, to the state contest. Pecans not being forwarded to the regional
show may be picked up at the AgriLife Extension Office on Thursday, November 30th after awards presentation.

See Flier on Page 12
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Beef & Forage Committee of Austin County is encouraging beef cattle producers to turn in a sample of their hay for
analysis at this year’s Austin County Hay Show. In the coming months, hay samples will be accepted at different loca-
tions throughout Austin County. The analysis will be done by the Texas A&M Forage testing lab. Results will be availa-
ble after the Annual Fall Forage Seminar at the Austin County Fairgrounds on October 6th or mailed directly to the pro-
ducer following the program. Each location will have entry forms and directions for collecting samples. Collection box-
es will be provided. In addition, the analysis is offered free of charge to anyone growing or feeding hay to livestock.

The analysis will give producers very useful information about the quality of the hay they are feeding to their live-
stock, and the test will help them determine what additional level of supplement may be needed during the winter. The
test will show the crude protein level, total digestibility, and acid detergent fiber (ratio of leaf to stem). The testing cam-
paign and Hay Show is open to any hay producer from Austin or surrounding counties.

Hay Show Rules and Guidelines have now been released! Visit https://austin.agrilife.org/hay-show/ for a complete
list of the Rules, Guidelines and Forms for 2023.

Hay classes for this year’s show will be:
1) Improved (Hybrid) Bermudagrass (Except T-85) (e.g., Coastal, Jiggs, Alicia)
2) Other Bermudagrasses (e.g., Common Bermudagrass, Tifton 85)
3) Warm Season Annual Grasses (e.g., Rice Straw, Hay Grazer, Sudan Crosses, Sorghum Alum)
4) Other Warm Season Perennial Grasses (e.g., Eastern Gamagrass, Bluestem, Johnsongrass, Kleingrass, Ba-
hiagrass)
5) Cool Season Grasses (e.g., Wheat, Oats, Cereal Rye, Ryegrass)
6) Legumes (e.g., Clover, Peanut, Cowpea)
7) Legume/Grass Mixtures (e.g., Rye/Clover, Oats/Vetch)
8) *New this year* All Other Mixed Grasses (e.g., Bermudagrass/Bahia, Bermudagrass/Johnsongrass)

Bluebonnet Master Gardeners of Austin County are pleased to present the 2023 “Lunch-N-Learn” series host-
ed on the third Tuesday of each month from January-May and September-October. The overall series features top-
ics related to horticulture with homeowner and backyard gardeners in mind! Speakers are experts in their fields and
practical gardeners with great tips and information for everyone.

Programs are held in-person at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office of Austin County located at 800 E
Wendt Street in Bellville. Program registration will begin at 11:50 am with the program beginning promptly at
12:00 pm and concluding by 12:55 pm. At the conclusion of each session, the speaker and our Austin County Mas-
ter Gardeners will be available to help answer gardening questions.

All Master Gardener Lunch-N-Learn programs are FREE and OPEN to the public and you are welcome to
bring your own lunch and drink. We will have a few refreshments available as well. Registration is not required
but is encouraged.

Our remaining series dates and topics are as follows:
e Tuesday, September 19th - Plumerias
e Tuesday, October 17th - Wonderful World of the Honeybee See Flier on Page 10

Austin County Feral Hog Bounty is still going on! The Bounty program is offered with the support of the Austin
County Commissioners Court. Participants will be awarded $5 per feral hog harvested in Austin County, with biologi-
cal evidence provided of harvest in the form of a pair of feral hog ears. Each pair must be placed in an individually
sealed bag and dropped off at 1 of the 3 drop off locations. Three local feed stores in the county - Steinhauser's in
Sealy, Linseisen’s Feed & Supply in Bellville, and Lindemann Store in Industry, will serve as the drop off locations.

A limit of 20 pairs per household per month is allowed. All feral hogs must be harvested in Austin County &
signed paperwork must be completed when dropping off the ears to collect the bounty.

See Flier on Page 13
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ay Show

& ‘Fall torage Seminar

Hay Sample entry forms & boxes available at:
Austin County Extension Office, Bellville Farm & Ranch, and
Linseisen's Feed & Supply Inc in Bellville
Steinhauser's.in Sealy
Bernardo Farm & Ranch in Cat Spring
Lindemann Store in Industry

Hay Samples collected August 1st-31st

Results will be available after Fall Forage Seminar

“Fall Forage Seminar
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Austin County Fairgrounds  “information
Friday, October 6, 2023 Tt
Registration: 8:30am - 9:00am
Program: 9:00am - 12:00pm
Cost: $30 per person (lunch included)
RSVP by October 3rd

For more information or to RSVP please visit the Austin County Extension
Office website: austin.agrilife.org or contact the office at 979-865-2072

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion,
national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.
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(2 manuals)

Nonrefundable

Frlday February 10 2023
Friday, May 5, 2023
Friday, August 4, 2023
Friday, November 3, 2023

Training is from 1pm to 5pm
Check in/Registration starts 15 mins prior

Training will be conducted at
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of
Austin County located at
800 E Wendt St., Bellville, TX 77418

EXAS A&M
AGRILIFE
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August 11, 2023

Registration 1:00pm-
1:30pm
Program 1:30-5:00pm

$15/Person
$20/Couple

Weimar Civic Center
1754 [H-10
Weimar, T 78962

Laramie Eettler
979 732-2082

Cokrado Comity

Stacie Villarreal
979-365-2072

Lictin Comty
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832-595-3999
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Echywationd programs of e Texas AEM Agvilife Exfension S vice are open fo A people withowt regard fo race, color, religicn,
sex, yational origin age, disabilify, genefic informafion or vefer @1 sfafis.
The Texas AS&M Universify System, U5 Department of Agricvifier g and the Cownty Commissioners Cowrfs of Texas Cooperating



TEXAS A&M

Bees & Trees for At
Homeowners

2023 Multi-County New Landowner Educational
Series

August 18, 2023

f Inmaculate Conception
German Catholic

Church-Parish Hall

15994 TX-159
Industry, TX

Registration 1:00-1:30 pm
Program 1:30-5:00 pm
$20/Person/Session

To register online visit:
https://washington.agrilife.org/nlo

Topics to be covered:
Bee Keeping Basics
Trees for Texas Landowners

=
0]
For more information please contact:
Stacie Villarreal Laramie Kettler Scott Willey Kara Matheney
Austin County Colorado County Fayette County Washington County
(979)865-2072 (979) 732-2082 (979) 968-5831 (979) 277-6212 ext. 2

Austin.AgriLife.org Colorado.AgriLife.org Fayette.AgriLife.org Washington.AgriLife.org

CAPITAL

FARM CREDIT

< >

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age,

disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. The Texas A&M

University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in
order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the Austin County Extension Office at (979) 865-2072 prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made.



2 Fall Horticulture
Semunar

August 25, 2023

American Legion Post #442
1630 Meyer St., Sealy, TX 77474

Registration: 12:30pm
Program: 1:00pm-4:30pm
: $20/person or $35/couples

| Topics:
¥ . Berries: Blue, Black, and Red
« Native Pollinators
« How Native Plants Can Increase

Biodiversity in Your Landscape

Speakers:
o Stephan Janak, Extension Program
Specialist

o Master Naturalists from Gideon
Lincecum Chapter

e John Williamson, Bluebonnet Master
Gardener

RSVP by: August 23, 2023

Please call Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service of Austin County
at 979-865-2072

Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in this activity are encouraged to
contact the Extension Office in Austin County at least eight days prior to the program for assistance. The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will
provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national
origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal
employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.
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MASTER» GARDENER

Bluebonnet

2023 AUSTIN COUNTY
LUNCH N LEARN SERIES

HOSTED BY: BLUEBONNET MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION
FREE TO THE PUBLIC

AUSTIN COUNTY AGRILIFE OFFICE

800 E WENDT ST.

BELLVILLE, TX 77418

BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED
REGISTRATION: 11:50AM - 12PM

PROGRAM: 12PM -1PM
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INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES WHO REQUIRE AN AUXILIARY AID, SERVICE OR ACCOMMODATION IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS ACTIVITY ARE
ENCOURAGED TO CONTACT THE EXTENSION OFFICE IN AUSTIN COUNTY AT LEAST EIGHT DAYS PRIOR TO THE PROGRAM FOR ASSISTANCE
THE MEMBERS OF TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE WILL PROVIDE EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN PROGRAMS AND \[ TIVITIES, EDUCATION, AND EMPLOYMENT TO ALL
PERSONS REGARDLESS OF RACE, COLOR, SEX, RELIGION, NATIONAL ORIGIN, AGE, DISABILITY, GENETIC INFORMATION, VETERAN STATUS, SEXUAL
ORIENTATION OR GENDER IDENTITY AND WILL STRIVE TO ACHIEVE FULL AND EQUAL EMPLOY H\I OPPORTUNITY THROUGHOUT TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE.




SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2023
AUSTIN COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
(AMERICAN LEGION HALL, 988 E. MAIN, BELLVILLE TX)
Produced & Coordinated by the Gulf Coast Winegrowers Association

S10/Entry

Unlimited Number
October 2nd-6th of entries per

Earlier entries may be submitted upon notification

categor
(9am-12pm & 1pm-4pm) 2lely

2023 and earlier
vintages are eligible

(before 2023) MAY
NOT be repeat entries
from previous years

Day of October 15th
(10:00am-12:15pm)

Red Wine-Dry
Red Wine-Sweet
White Wine-Dry
White Wine-Sweet
Blush/Rose'
. 1 Dessert/Port/Sherry Style
Public tasting & . / / VA
: Native/Mustang/Muscadine Grape
awards, no earlier

than 3:30pm. Fruit/Berry

. L
oA,
For a set of complete rules and entry form visit: https://austin.agrilife.org/wine/
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Allstll) Cou])ty
Pecan Show

Sponsored by: The Horticulture Committee of Austin County
Entry Deadline: Monday, November 27, 2023, 4pm &

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County
800 E Wendt St., Bellville, TX

Guidelines:

» Entries must be delivered to the Extension Office during normal
business hours (8am-12pm & 1pm-5pm) starting November 1st

» All entries must be submitted by 4pm on Monday, November 27th.
No Late Entries Accepted!

» Each entry should have 50 uncracked pecans of the same variety,
from the same tree

o |

-‘b“

Each entry MUST be in a brown paper bag labeled with entrant's -{
name and entry form
o Entry forms and bags can be picked up at the Extension office or
forms printed off website (austin.agrilife.org)

Entries are limited to one entry of each hamed variety per person

Pecans must be from 2023 Crop

No entry fee, Open to all Ages
*All entries become property of the Austin County Horticulture Committee*

Results will be available at the Pecan Program on 11/30/2023

For more information please visit the Austin County Extension Office website:
https://austin. agri rilife.org/agriculture/ac-pecan-show/ or contact the oﬁlce 979-865-2072
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A Austin County
™ | Feral f]{og ‘Bounty
' ‘Program

Sponsored by: Austin County Commissioners Court

Austin County Bounty Program:

B Subject to fund availability, participants will
g Dbe awarded $5 per feral hog harvested in
Austin County. Biological evidence MUST
be provided of harvest in form of a pair of
feral hog ears. Each pair must be placed in
an individually sealed bag and dropped off
to 1 of the 3 drop off locations.

Only 20 pairs $5/ Pa ir

per household
per month of ears

Drop Off Locations:

» Steinhauser's (Sealy location ONLY)
e Linseisen's Feed & Supply (Bellville)
» Lindemann Store (Industry)

Feral hogs can be harvested until funds are depleted. All feral
hog MUST be harvested in Austin County.
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As a reminder to anyone that will be using state limited use or state restricted use herbicides in Austin County, a permit to
apply these herbicides must be obtained through the Texas Department of Agriculture if you plan on spraying in certain
portions of the county. The following areas of Austin County must acquire a permit as is specified in the Texas Agricultural
code, chapter 75,

1) Only that portion of Austin County lying east and south of the line beginning at the point where State Highway 36 crosses
the north county line, thence southerly along Highway 36 to FM 949; thence westwardly along FM 949 to the San
Bernard River is regulated by the Act, Subchapter G and regulations adopted thereunder.

2) Between March 15 and July 31, in that portion of Austin County lying south of Interstate Highway 10, the following
restrictions on the use of 2,4-D formulations shall apply:

(A) the application by aircraft is prohibited

(B) the use of all ester formulations by any method is prohibited.

Permits may be obtained from the Texas AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County at (979) 865-2072. Forms can also be
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Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerelv.

W/ 24

Stacie M. Villarreal
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
County Extension Agent- Agriculture & Natural Resources - Austin County
1 East Main, Bellville, TX 77418 (Mailing Address)
800 E Wendt St, Bellville, TX 77418 (Physical Address)
Phone: 979-865-2072
stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu

Austin.agrilife.org

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disabil-
ity, genetic information, or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas
Cooperating. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the
County Extension Office at (979) 865-2072 ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made.
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https://austin.agrilife.org/
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