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January 2023 

Austin County 
Ag Newsletter 

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Events 

• January 12th: Landowner Summit — Washington County Expo Event Center, Brenham, 9:00 am 

• January 12th: Bluebonnet Master Gardener Open House — Fayette County Extension Office, La Grange, 10:00 am 

• January 13th: Field to Fork - Waterfowl — Washington County Expo Event Center, Brenham, 9:00 am 

• January 16th: Austin County Extension Office —  CLOSED for Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

• January 17th: Lunch n Learn Series – Roses — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 am 

• January 19th: Bluebonnet Master Gardener Training Starts — Fayette County Extension Office, La Grange, 9:00 am 

• February 3rd: Gulf Coast Grape Growers Field Day — Cat Spring Ag Hall, Cat Spring, 8:00 am 

• February 7th: Ft. Bend Vegetable Conference—Ft. Bend County Fairgrounds, Rosenberg, 8:00 am (5 CEUs pending TDA approval) 

• February 10th: Private Applicator Training — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:00 pm 

• February 17th: New Landowner Series – Ag/Wildlife Valuation — Washington County , 1:30 pm 

• February 20th: Austin County Extension Office —  CLOSED for Presidents’ Day 

• February 21st: Lunch n Learn Series – Garden Stretches — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 am 

• February 24th: Small Farms & Vegetable Conf. — American Legion, Sealy, 8:30 am (5 CEUs pending TDA approval) 

• March 2nd: Austin County Extension Office  —  CLOSED for Texas Independence Day 

• March 17th: New Landowner Series – Pond Management — Colorado County, 1:30 pm 

The Mill Creek Watershed Partnership supports approved implementation of the Watershed Protection Plan 

(WPP).  The Partnership is a voluntary proactive organization of stakeholders working to improve surface wa-

ter quality in and around Mill Creek.  Stakeholders are those who live, work, or have an interest in the water 

quality in the Mill Creek Watershed.  We encourage all those who wish to become involved or learn more to 

sign up to the list-serv and attend quarterly meetings. 
 

Public input is critical to improving and protecting the quality of Texas’ waters and is a key component of any 

effective Watershed Protection Plan 

(WPP). This watershed partnership will 

provide stakeholders a voice in the plan-

ning process and allow for the effective 

implementation of the actions agreed 

upon and laid out in the Mill Creek 

WPP. 
 

To see if you live in the Mill Creek Wa-

tershed look at the map below. If you are 

in the light colored area, you live in the 

watershed.  
 

For more information on the Mill Creek 

Watershed contact:  

millcreek@ag.tamu.edu or  

annalee.epps@ag.tamu.edu 

You can visit the website at:  

https://millcreek.tamu.edu/. 

Mill Creek Watershed Partnership  

https://millcreek.tamu.edu/
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The Multi-County New Landowner Education program is a series of eight informational meetings/seminars/field days 

designed to make new landowners in Austin, Colorado, Fayette & Washington Counties aware of what types of agricul-

tural enterprises are best for their property. Participants in the program will hear from experts in various fields of agricul-

ture concerning the best management practices that they can implement on their own property. This innovative program 

assists new landowners in understanding the concepts of rural living. Participants in the program are given exposure to 

ideas on raising livestock and horses, plant identification, fence building, applying pesticides, soil testing, stock pond 

management, pond construction, fruit and nut production, and much more. The program also serves as a way for new 

residents of the four counties to network and meet new people in their communities, find out what can be done on their 

land, what operations can be profitable, and possibly what opportunities they have to serve the community. 

 

Programs will be held on the third Friday of the months of February through May and August through November. Each 

month’s meeting will be held at a different location in one of the four participating counties. The meetings will begin at 

1:30 p.m. with registration and last until 5p.m. The cost for the program series is $125.00 per person, $200.00 per couple 

for all eight meetings, or $20.00 per person per meeting.  Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) for pesticide applicators 

will be offered as they are applicable.  A great selection of refreshments will be provided at each session.  Participants 

who sign up for the entire series will receive a notebook at the beginning of the series to fill with handouts and reference 

material that will be useful as they move forward with improvements on their property.  

• February 17th – Introduction and Program Overview – Ag & Wildlife Valuations  

• March 17th  – Pond Management – Construction, Aquatic Weed Control, and Stocking   

• April 21st – Weed & Brush Control – Plant Identification, Control Recommendations for Common Weeds & Brush    

• May 19th – Forage &/or Livestock Production – Options for Small Acreage Operations   

• August 18th – Bees and Trees for Homeowners  

• September 15th – Horticulture Production – Fruit Trees, Pecans, and Grapes for Landowners  

• October 20th – Wildlife Management and Native Prairie Restoration   

• November 17th – Emerging Issues 

For more information on the program, contact Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County at (979) 865-

2072, or visit our website at https://washington.agrilife.org/ag/nlo/   

See Flier on Page 11 

2023 CEU Applicator License Holders Allowances 

Multi-County New Landowners Series 2023 

Agricultural Applicators — Beginning in 2023, applicators must have all of the required CEUs to renew their private, 
commercial and noncommercial applicators licenses. Upon receipt of the 2023 renewal notice, submit the appropriate 
renewal fee(s).  
Structural Applicators—MUST have obtained ALL of their required CEUs in the calendar year preceding the calendar 
year in which their license expires OR they may not renew. If you renew without CEUs, you are subject to a $300 pen-
alty and/or denial of license renewal. Live interactive (proctored by camera) webinars will be allowed in 2023.  

     Austin County Commissioners Court is offering a bounty on feral hogs. Participants will be awarded $5 
per feral hog harvested in Austin County, with biological evidence provided of harvest in the form of a pair of 
feral hog ears.  Each pair must be placed in an individually sealed bag and dropped off at 1 of the 3 drop off 
locations.  Three local feed stores in the county - Steinhauser's in Sealy, Linseisen’s Feed & Supply in Bell-
ville, and Lindemann Store in Industry, will serve as the drop off locations. 
     A limit of 20 pairs per household per month is allowed.  All feral hogs must be harvested in Austin County 
& signed paperwork must be filled out completely to collect money.  

See Flier on Page 12 

AUSTIN COUNTY HOG BOUNTY 

https://washington.agrilife.org/ag/nlo/
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Bluebonnet Master Gardener Intern Class 
Applications are currently being accepted for the 2023 Bluebonnet Master Gardener Intern Class being held in La 
Grange, TX. The deadline for signing up is Thursday, January 19th. There is a fee of $200 per participant, which will 
cover the cost of materials and defray speaker expenses. An application must be completed and turned in with payment 
to be considered registered. Class size is limited.  The classes will be held on Thursday mornings beginning January 19th 
and continuing through April 20th.   

The Master Gardener program is a unique opportunity for individuals who are interested in horticulture and serving their 
community. Master Gardeners are trained in all facets of horticulture including plant & soil science, entomology, plant 
pathology, landscape design, vegetable gardening, and much more. Upon completion of their training, Master Gardener 
Interns will be required to give at least 50 hours of volunteer service time in their local community to receive the title of 
“Master Gardener.” Those individuals who successfully receive the title of Master Gardener will have their state and 
local member dues paid for the first year of membership. 

An open house will be held at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office in La Grange on Thursday, January 12, 2023, 
from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon.  For more information on the Master Gardener program, contact the Extension office 
at (979) 968-5831 or visit the Bluebonnet Master Gardener Website at https://txmg.org/bluebonnet/.  

If you have any questions, please contact the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Agent in Fayette County, Scott Willey at 
979-968-5831 or Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Agent in Austin County, Stacie Villarreal at 979-865-2072. 

See Flier on Page 9 

Lunch-N-Learn Series 2023 
Bluebonnet Master Gardeners of Austin County are pleased to present the 2023 “Lunch-N-Learn” series which will be 
hosted on the third Tuesday of each month from January-May and September-October. The overall series will feature 
topics related to horticulture with homeowner and backyard gardeners in mind! Speakers are experts in their fields and 
practical gardeners with great tips and information for everyone. 

Programs are held in-person at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office of Austin County located at 800 E. Wendt 
Street in Bellville. Program registration will begin at 11:50am with the program beginning promptly at 12:00pm and 
concluding by 12:55pm. At the conclusion of each session, the speaker and our Austin County Master Gardeners will be 
available to help answer gardening questions. 

All Master Gardener Lunch-N-Learn programs are FREE and OPEN to the public and you are welcome to bring your 
own lunch and drink.  We will have a few refreshments available as well. Registration is not required but is encouraged.  

Our Series dates and topics will be as follows: 

• Tuesday, January 17th - Roses  

• Tuesday, February 21st - Garden Stretches: Stop the Ache Before You Rake  

• Tuesday, March 21st - Composting by Mary Karish 

• Tuesday, April 18th - Topic is pending 

• Tuesday, May 16th - Orchids 

• Tuesday, September 19th - Plumerias  

• Tuesday, October 17th - Wonderful World of the Honeybee 
See Flier on Page 7 

Need to become certified to maintain your  septic  system?  Great  
news!  You can complete the Homeowner Maintenance of Septic 
Systems course online! Upon  completion,  contact  your  TCEQ 
authorized agents to finalize the certification process. 

For Austin County residents 

Erica Resendez at 979-865-5911 or  

planning3@austincounty.com  

VIRTUAL HOMEOWNER MAINTENANCE OF 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS COURSE 

https://txmg.org/bluebonnet/
https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/product/homeowner-maintenance-of-aerobic-treatment-units/01t4x000002ciO3AAI
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Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Stacie M. Villarreal 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

County Extension Agent- Agriculture & Natural Resources - Austin County  

1 East Main, Bellville, TX 77418 (Mailing Address)  

800 E Wendt St, Bellville, TX 77418 (Physical Address)  

Phone: 979-865-2072 

stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu  

Austin.agrilife.org 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disabil-

ity, genetic information, or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas 

Cooperating. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the 

County Extension Office at (979) 865-2072 ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made.  

REGISTERING FOR A COUNTY PROGRAM?  

CLICK HERE 

https://austin.agrilife.org/
https://austin.agrilife.org/event-registrations/

