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February 2023 

Austin County 
Ag Newsletter 

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Events 

• February 1st-28th: Multi-County Urban Soil Campaign  

• February 3rd: Gulf Coast Grape Growers Field Day — Cat Spring Ag Hall, Cat Spring, 8:00 am 

• February 7th: Ft. Bend Vegetable Conference—Ft. Bend County Fairgrounds, Rosenberg, 8:00 am (5 CEUs pending TDA approval) 

• February 10th: Private Applicator Training — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:00 pm 

• February 17th: New Landowner Series – Ag/Wildlife Valuation — Washington County , 1:30 pm 

• February 17th: PVAMU Meat Science Center Tour— Meat Science Center, Prairie View, 9:00 am 

• February 20th: Austin County Extension Office —  CLOSED for Presidents’ Day 

• February 21st: Lunch n Learn Series – Garden Stretches — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 am 

• February 24th: Small Farms & Vegetable Conf. — American Legion, Sealy, 8:30 am (5 CEUs pending TDA approval) 

• March 2nd: Austin County Extension Office  —  CLOSED for Texas Independence Day 

• March 17th: New Landowner Series – Pond Management — Colorado County, 1:30 pm 

• March 21st: Lunch n Learn Series– Composting — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 11:50 pm 

• March 24th: Beef Cattle Seminar— Four County Auction Center, Industry, 1:00 pm  (3 CEUs) 

• April 7th: Austin County Extension Office —  CLOSED for Good Friday 

• April 8th: Bluebonnet Master Gardeners Annual Plant Sale — Sealy, 9 am 

The Mill Creek Watershed Partnership supports approved implementation of the Watershed Protection Plan 

(WPP).  The Partnership is a voluntary proactive organization of stakeholders working to improve surface wa-

ter quality in and around Mill Creek.  Stakeholders are those who live, work, or have an interest in the water 

quality in the Mill Creek Watershed.  We encourage all those who wish to become involved or learn more to 

sign up to the list-serv and attend quarterly meetings. 
 

Public input is critical to improving and protecting the quality of Texas’ waters and is a key component of any 

effective Watershed Protection Plan 

(WPP). This watershed partnership will 

provide stakeholders a voice in the plan-

ning process and allow for the effective 

implementation of the actions agreed 

upon and laid out in the Mill Creek 

WPP. 
 

To see if you live in the Mill Creek Wa-

tershed look at the map to the right. If 

you are in the light colored area, you live 

in the watershed.  
 

For more information on the Mill Creek 

Watershed contact:  

millcreek@ag.tamu.edu or  

annalee.epps@ag.tamu.edu 

You can visit the website at:  

https://millcreek.tamu.edu/. 

Mill Creek Watershed Partnership  

https://millcreek.tamu.edu/
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 The Multi-County New Landowner Education program is a series of eight informational meetings/seminars/field 

days designed to make new landowners in Austin, Colorado, Fayette, & Washington Counties aware of what types of 

agricultural enterprises are best for their property. Participants in the program will hear from experts in various fields of 

agriculture concerning the best management practices that they can implement on their own property. This innovative 

program assists new landowners in understanding the concepts of rural living. Participants in the program are given ex-

posure to ideas on raising livestock and horses, plant identification, fence building, applying pesticides, soil testing, 

stock pond management, pond construction, fruit and nut production, and much more. The program also serves as a way 

for new residents of the four counties to network and meet new people in their communities, find out what can be done 

on their land, what operations can be profitable, and possibly what opportunities they have to serve the community. 

 Programs will be held on the third Friday of the months of February through May and August through Novem-

ber. Each month’s meeting will be held at a different location in one of the four participating counties. The meetings will 

begin at 1:30 p.m. with registration and last until 5p.m. The cost for the program series is $125.00 per person, $200.00 

per couple for all eight meetings, or $20.00 per person per meeting.  Continuing Education Units (CEUs) for pesticide 

applicators will be offered as they are applicable.  A great selection of refreshments will be provided at each session.  

Participants who sign up for the entire series will receive a notebook at the beginning of the series to fill with handouts 

and reference material that will be useful as they move forward with improvements on their property.  

• February 17th – Introduction and Program Overview – Ag & Wildlife Valuations  

• March 17th  – Pond Management – Construction, Aquatic Weed Control, and Stocking   

• April 21st – Weed & Brush Control – Plant Identification, Control Recommendations for Common Weeds & Brush    

• May 19th – Forage &/or Livestock Production – Options for Small Acreage Operations   

• August 18th – Bees and Trees for Homeowners  

• September 15th – Horticulture Production – Fruit Trees, Pecans, and Grapes for Landowners  

• October 20th – Wildlife Management and Native Prairie Restoration   

• November 17th – Emerging Issues 

For more information on the program, contact Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County at (979) 865-

2072, or visit our website at https://washington.agrilife.org/ag/nlo/   

See Fliers on Pages 7-8 

Multi-County New Landowners Series 2023 

     Austin County Commissioners Court is offering a bounty on feral hogs. Participants will be awarded $5 
per feral hog harvested in Austin County, with biological evidence provided of harvest in the form of a pair of 
feral hog ears.  Each pair must be placed in an individually sealed bag and dropped off at 1 of the 3 drop off 
locations.  Three local feed stores in the county - Steinhauser's in Sealy, Linseisen’s Feed & Supply in Bell-
ville, and Lindemann Store in Industry, will serve as the drop off locations. 
     A limit of 20 pairs per household per month is allowed.  All feral hogs must be harvested in Austin County 
& signed paperwork must be filled out completely to collect the bounty.  

See Flier on Page 11 

AUSTIN COUNTY HOG BOUNTY 

Need to become certified to maintain your  septic  system?  Great  
news!  You can complete the Homeowner Maintenance of Septic 
Systems course online! Upon  completion,  contact  your  TCEQ 
authorized agents to finalize the certification process. 

For Austin County residents 

Erica Resendez at 979-865-5911 or  

planning3@austincounty.com  

VIRTUAL HOMEOWNER MAINTENANCE OF 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS COURSE 

https://washington.agrilife.org/ag/nlo/
https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/product/homeowner-maintenance-of-aerobic-treatment-units/01t4x000002ciO3AAI
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Regional Pecan Show Results  
Austin County had five pecan entries move on from the 

county show to the East Regional Pecan Show for the 2022 
crop year.  There was a total of 93 entries from 12 different 
counties. Judging was held on Wednesday, January 11th in 
College Station. Judges for this event were: Warren Chat-
win, Keith Kubenka, Braden Tondre, and Xinwang Wang, 
all from USDA-ARS Pecan Genetics, and Bill Ree, Exten-
sion Entomologist (retired). Special thanks to Boone Hol-
laday, Fort Bend County Horticulture Agent, and Mr. Rob-
ert Luedeker, Austin County Pecan Grower for their assis-
tance with processing. 

The results are as follows: 

• 2nd Place Choctaw– Linda Villarreal 

• Reserve Champion Native - Luedeker Farms (JV Fa-
vorite) 

• 2nd Place Natives- Luedeker Farms (JV Favorite)  

• 3rd Place Natives- Annie Wittner 

2023 CEU Applicator License Holders Allowances 
Agricultural Applicators — Beginning in 2023, applicators must have all of the required CEUs to renew their private, 
commercial and noncommercial applicators licenses. Upon receipt of the 2023 renewal notice, submit the appropriate 
renewal fee(s).  
Structural Applicators—MUST have obtained ALL of their required CEUs in the calendar year preceding the calendar 
year in which their license expires OR they may NOT renew. If you renew without CEUs, you are subject to a $300 
penalty and/or denial of license renewal. Live interactive (proctored by camera) webinars will be allowed in 2023.  

Lunch-N-Learn Series 2023 
Bluebonnet Master Gardeners of Austin County are pleased to present the 2023 “Lunch-N-Learn” series which will be 
hosted on the third Tuesday of each month from January-May and September-October. The overall series will feature 
topics related to horticulture with homeowner and backyard gardeners in mind! Speakers are experts in their fields and 
practical gardeners with great tips and information for everyone. 

Programs are held in-person at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office of Austin County located at 800 E. Wendt 
Street in Bellville. Program registration will begin at 11:50am with the program beginning promptly at 12:00pm and 
concluding by 12:55pm. At the conclusion of each session, the speaker and our Austin County Master Gardeners will be 
available to help answer gardening questions. 

All Master Gardener Lunch-N-Learn programs are FREE and OPEN to the public and you are welcome to bring your 
own lunch and drink.  We will have a few refreshments available as well. Registration is not required but is encouraged.  

Our Series dates and topics will be as follows: 

• Tuesday, February 21st - Garden Stretches: Stop the Ache Before You Rake  

• Tuesday, March 21st - Composting by Mary Karish 

• Tuesday, April 18th - Topic is pending 

• Tuesday, May 16th - Orchids 

• Tuesday, September 19th - Plumerias  

• Tuesday, October 17th - Wonderful World of the Honeybee 
See Flier on Page 9 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County presents the Multi-County Urban & Homeowner Soil Testing 
Campaign in conjunction with Colorado, Fayette, and Washington Counties. This event will run from February 1-28, 
2023, and is limited to soil samples for growing flowers, gardens, turfgrasses, trees, and woody ornamentals. This cam-
paign is made possible through the support of the Multi-County Ag Committee and is in cooperation with the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Soil, Water, and Forge Testing Lab in College Station.    

Soil samples submitted during this time frame will be $8.00 for a routine analysis and $15.00 for a routine analysis 
including micro-nutrients. You may pick up information, collection bags, and forms at one of the following locations 
around Austin County: Bellville - Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County (located at 800 E Wendt 
St), Bellville Farm & Ranch, and Linseisen’s Feed & Supply Inc; Sealy - Steinhauser’s; Cat Spring - Bernardo Farm & 
Ranch Supply; and Industry - Lindemann’s Store.  Soil samples, forms, and payment should also be returned to one of 
these locations. Please check with your local County Extension office for their locations.  

See Flier on Page 6 

MULTI-COUNTY URBAN & HOMEOWNER SOIL TESTING CAMPAIGN 
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Private Application Training for 2023 
If you plan on using a state limited use or state restricted use pesticide, such as Grazon P+D, 2 4-D, Weedmaster, etc., 
and need a license, the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County will be hosting several Private Appli-
cator Training classes during 2023 at the Austin County Extension Office, 800 E Wendt St., Bellville. Books and study 
materials for the course may to be purchased ahead of time at the Extension Office for $50.00. A registration fee of 
$10.00 will be charged for the training. The registration fee will include the training and additional study materials. The 
training will begin at 1pm and conclude about 5pm, available on the following days:  

• Friday, February 10, 2023 

• Friday, May 5, 2023 

• Friday, August 4, 2023 

• Friday, November 3, 2023 

The Texas Department of Agriculture, who oversees the testing and administration of Applicator Licensing, has con-
tracted with PSI Services to administer the exam for agricultural pesticide applicator licensing. Applicants will coordi-
nate testing with PSI at one of their 22 locations around Texas. Details on the process, locations, cost, and other pertinent 
information will be provided at the training to help applicants complete the licensing process. Once applicants have com-
pleted the training and passed the exam with a score of 70 or above, they will be eligible to apply for the Private Appli-
cator License, allowing for the purchase of all state limited use and restricted use pesticides used in agriculture. 

Important: If an applicant has any questions about licensing or exam categories, please contact TDA at 800-835-5832 or 
512-463-7622 or Texas Department of Agriculture – Agriculture Pesticide Program, P.O. Box 12847, Austin, TX 78711. 

See Flier on Page 6 

The Horticulture Committee of Austin County, in partnership with the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Aus-
tin County, will be hosting a Small Farms & Vegetable Conference with 5 CEUs on Friday, February 24, 2023, at the 
American Legion Post #442 located at 1630 Meyer St, Sealy. Program registration will begin at 8:30 a.m. with the first 
presentation beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

Information to be covered includes Identification & Management of Diseases, Drought Stress & Recovering of Trees by 
David Appel, Professor and Extension Specialist-Plant Pathology and Microbiology, Cover Crops in Gardens & Residu-
al Pesticides by Jodie McVane, Texas A&M University PhD Candidate, Fire Ants & Leaf Cutter Ants Control Methods 
by Dr. Robert Puckett, Associate Professor and Extension Specialist-Entomology, Update on Laws & Regulations by Dr. 
Don Renchie, Agrilife Extension, Agricultural & Environmental Safety, and Feral Hogs Control Methods by Dr. Aaron 
Sumrall, VP of Research & Outreach for Field Engine Wildlife Research and Management. 

The program will cost $35.00 per person or $60.00 per couple and will include breakfast & lunch. Please RSVP to the 
Austin County Extension office or online at Austin.agrilife.org to reserve your seat. 

See Flier on Page 9 

SMALL FARM & VEGETABLE CONFERNCE 

Beef Cattle Management Seminar 
The Beef & Forage Committee of Austin County in partnership with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin 
County will be hosting a Beef Cattle Management Seminar on Friday, March 24, 2023 at Four County Auction Center 
located at 15900 TX HWY 159, Industry. Program registration will begin at 12:30pm, with the first presentation begin-
ning at 1:00pm. The program will conclude by approximately 4:30pm. 

Information to be covered includes Carbon Capture in Grazing, Update on Laws & Regulation for TDA, and Upcoming 
Changes in OTC Antibiotics for Beef Cattle Producers-Implications and Management. Presenters include Dr. Jamie Fos-
ter and Dr. Don Renchie with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and Dr. Steve Blezinger, Nutritional & Manage-
ment Consultant for Reveille Livestock Concepts. There will be 3 CEU hours awarded (1 L&R & 2 GEN) at the pro-
gram.  

The program will cost $30 per person. We ask that you please RSVP with the Austin County Extension office at 979-865
-2072 or visit us online at https://austin.agrilife.org/event-registrations/. 

See Flier on Page 10 

https://austin.agrilife.org/event-registrations/


 5 



 6 



 7 



 8 



 9 



 10 



 11 



 12 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Stacie M. Villarreal 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

County Extension Agent- Agriculture & Natural Resources - Austin County  

1 East Main, Bellville, TX 77418 (Mailing Address)  

800 E Wendt St, Bellville, TX 77418 (Physical Address)  

Phone: 979-865-2072 

stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu  

Austin.agrilife.org 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disabil-

ity, genetic information, or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas 

Cooperating. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the 

County Extension Office at (979) 865-2072 ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made.  

REGISTERING FOR A COUNTY PROGRAM?  

CLICK HERE 

https://austin.agrilife.org/
https://austin.agrilife.org/event-registrations/

