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February 2022 

Austin County 
Ag Newsletter 

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Events 

• February 10 – March 4: Multi-County Urban & Homeowner Soil Testing Campaign (See flier for details)  

• February 18th: New Landowners Series– Meet Your Resources — Cat Spring Ag Hall, Cat Spring, 1:00pm (1 CEU) 

• February 25th: Small Farm & Vegetable Conference— American Legion Post #442, Sealy, 8:30 am (5 CEU’s) 

• March 4th: Feathers, Furs and Farming-Invasive Species —Weimer Community Center, Weimer, 1:00pm (3 CEU’s) 

• March 18th: Beef Cattle Seminar — Four County Austin Center, Industry, 12:30pm (3 CEU’s) 

• March 18th: New Landowners Series — Weed & Brush Control, Fayette County, 1:00 pm (CEU’s) 

• March 19th: Backyard Gardening Workshop —  Just Do It Now, Wharton, 9:00am or Virtually (See flier for details)  

• April 9th: Bluebonnet Master Gardener Plant Sale — Sealy (See flier for details)  

• April 19th: Lunch n Learn by Bluebonnet Master Gardeners — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 12:00 pm 

• May 6th: Private Applicator Training — Austin County Extension Office, Bellville, 1:00 pm 

The Multi-County New Landowner Education program is a series of seven informational meetings/seminars/field days 

designed to make new landowners in Austin, Colorado, Fayette & Washington Counties aware of what types of agricultural 

enterprises are best for their property. Participants in the program will hear from experts in certain fields of agriculture 

about the best management practices that they can implement on their own property. This innovative program assists new 

landowners in understanding the concepts of rural living. Participants in the program are given exposure to ideas on raising 

livestock and horses, plant identification, fence building, applying pesticides, soil testing, stock pond management, pond 

construction, fruit and nut production, and much more. The program also serves as a way for new residents of the four 

counties to network and meet new people in their communities, find out what can be done on their land, what operations 

can be profitable, and possibly what opportunities they have to serve the community. Program will be held on the third 

Friday’s of the months of February, March, May, August, September, October, and November. Each month’s meeting will 

be held at different locations in each county. The meetings begin at 1:30 p.m., with registration and last until 5pm. The cost 

for the program series is $125.00 per person, $200.00 per couple for all eight meetings, $20.00 per person per meeting.  

Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) for pesticide applicators will be offered as they are applicable.  A great selection of 

refreshments will be provided at each session.  Participants who sign up for the entire series will receive a notebook at the 

beginning of the series to fill as we progress through the program with handouts and reference material that will be useful 

as they move forward with improvements on their property.  

• February 18th– Introduction and Program Overview – Ag & Wildlife Valuations  

• March 18th– Weed & Brush Control – Plant Identification, Control Recommendations for Common Weeds and Brush    

• May 20th– Pond Management – Construction, Aquatic Weed Control, and Stocking   

• August 19th– Horticulture Production – Fruit Trees, Pecans, and Grapes for Landowners  

• September 16th– Forage &/or Livestock Production – Options for Small Acreage Operations   

• October 21st– Wildlife Management and Native Prairie Restoration   

• November 18th– Bees and Trees for Homeowners  

For more information on the program, contact Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Austin County at (979) 865-

2072, or visit our website at https://washington.agrilife.org/ag/nlo/  

Multi-County New Landowners Series 2022 

https://washington.agrilife.org/ag/nlo/
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Brand registration in Texas is required every 10 years. Brands (the actual brand and location), ear marks, and 
tattoos (if any are used for ownership) must be registered at the county clerk’s office of each county in which a 
producer owns and runs livestock. Texas does not have a statewide brand registry database as do many western 
states, those are maintained by the county clerks in each county. Every 10 years, the state requires that brands 
be re-registered in the county or counties in which a livestock or beef cattle producer operates. The renewal 
period runs from August 31, 2021 until February 28, 2022. Once registered (or re-registered) the brand, mark 

or tattoo will be good until August 30, 2031. Even if a brand or mark was recently registered, it must be registered again.  
 
Any previously recorded marks, brands, or tattoos which have not been re-registered by February 28, 2022 will be considered 
unclaimed and eligible for registration by a new owner. Some counties have online registration, most require the owner to send in 
the renewal form. In Texas, the Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association works with the Texas county clerks to provide a 
brand registration site and they have an excellent website to answer questions about brand registration, design, and use at: http://
www.tscrabrands.com/.  
 
Brands are very useful to determine proof of ownership in case of theft or in case of a natural disaster where livestock might be lost 
or commingled. It is against the law to use a brand or earmark that is not registered. Selection of a brand site needs to include 
consideration of size of the brand and potential damage to the hide. Lower hips and shoulders are better sites than high on the hip 
and shoulder, never brand over the back or ribs. Both fire and freeze brands are acceptable. Freeze brands should be used on red or 
black coat colored cattle.   

LIVESTOCK BRAND REGISTRATIONS EXPIRED 8/31/2021, RENEWAL UNTIL 2/28/2022 

In response to the ongoing Covid 19 pandemic, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) is extending this exemption of agriculture 
Continuing Education Unit (CEU) requirements. To address the CEU’s and licensure requirements for Ag Pesticide applicators, the 

TDA will work with the ag pesticide applicators and CEU course providers of Texas during this critical time. Licensed applicators 
with expiring licenses or needing CEU’s will be allowed to renew their license even if they have not met their CEU requirement for 

their current licensing period through December 31, 2022. Due to the uncertainty of the length and severity of the Covid 19 pandemic, 
many CEU events have been canceled. The TDA will work to insure all the state’s pesticide applicators are able to acquire their licens-

es and required continuing education courses in a safe and effective manner during this time frame. Once CEU courses resume as nor-
mal, applicators will be required to obtain their required CEUs for their respective license classification for each licensing period. By 
allowing a CEU exemption, this will allow the applicators to maintain their ability to perform pesticide applications for pests, weeds, 

insects etc., without disrupting daily business functions. Applicators are encouraged to complete online courses even if online courses 
were completed the previous licensing period.  
 

COMMERCIAL, NON-COMMERCIAL AND NON-COMMERCIAL POLITICAL APPLICATORS For licenses expiring in 2022 

ONLY: TDA will exempt commercial, non-commercial and non-commercial political applicators who have taken online or corre-
spondence courses within the last year. The TDA Rule 7.24 (t) (2) does not allow for online or correspondence courses to be taken 2 

years consecutively. In light of the unusual circumstances due to Covid 19 (coronavirus), the TDA will allow online or correspondence 
courses to be taken in consecutive years. This exemption will be for the current 2022 licensing period. Commercial, non-commercial 

and non-commercial political pesticide applicators are required to obtain 5 CEUs per licensing period.  
 

PRIVATE APPLICATORS For licenses expiring in 2022 ONLY: The TDA will also exempt private applicators from the TDA Rule 
7.24 (v) (5). This rule does not allow a private applicator to acquire more than 10 CEUs through correspondence courses. During this 

quarantine time frame, private applicators will be allowed to acquire ALL of their CEUs through correspondence courses (online). 
Private applicators are required to obtain 15 CEUs per 5- year licensing period.  

RENEWAL UPDATE FOR 2022 FOR APPLICATOR LICENSE HOLDERS 

The Texas A&M Natural Resources Institute’s Texas Land Trends program released the 2022 Landowner Survey for landowners who 

own or operate private working lands in Texas. This voluntary questionnaire serves to gather information on the needs, preferences, 

concerns, and challenges regarding the everyday management of property that landowners face. Released once every 5 years, the sur-

vey seeks to identify the special characteristics and values of the diverse people who collectively own and manage the 141 million 

acres of privately-owned farms and ranches in Texas. The program will examine changes in demography, economy and natural re-

sources of the state.  The Landowner Survey is divided into six topic areas including Land Management, Landowner Concerns, Land 

Loss/Fragmentation, Water, Hunting and Landowners. The results are anonymous and will only be presented in an aggregate form; an 

example of past data usage can be found in the Texas Land Trends publication Status Update and Trends of Texas Working Lands 

1997 – 2017. Presenting this survey once every 5 years allows data scientists to determine how landowner preferences and needs are 

changing over time and how the Texas A&M Natural Resources Institute and other natural resource agencies can work together to 

better understand and meet those needs. The questionnaire should take approximately 20-30 minutes to complete and is mostly multi-

ple-choice questions. For an optimized experience, it is recommended to take the survey on a tablet, laptop, or desktop computer. Any-

one who takes the survey has the chance to enter a raffle to win 1 of 15 Yeti® Texas Land Trends mugs. The Landowner Survey can 

be taken here: http://bit.ly/2022TexasLandownerSurvey  

TEXAS LANDOWNER SURVEY 

http://www.tscrabrands.com/
http://www.tscrabrands.com/
http://bit.ly/2022TexasLandownerSurvey
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Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Stacie M. Villarreal 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

County Extension Agent- Agriculture & Natural Resources - Austin County  

1 East Main, Bellville, TX 77418 (Mailing Address)  

800 E Wendt St, Bellville, TX 77418 (Physical Address)  

Phone: 979-865-2072 

stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu  

Austin.agrilife.org 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disabil-

ity, genetic information, or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas 

Cooperating. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the 

County Extension Office at (979) 865-2072 ten (10) days prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made.  

REGISTERING FOR A COUNTY PROGRAM?  

CLICK HERE 

As a reminder to anyone that will be using state limited use or state restricted use herbicides in Austin County, a permit to 

apply these herbicides must be obtained through the Texas Department of Agriculture if you plan on spraying in certain 

portions of the county.  The following areas of Austin County must acquire a permit as is specified in the Texas Agricultural 

code, chapter 75,  

1) Only that portion of Austin County lying east and south of the line beginning at the point where State Highway 36 

crosses the north county line, thence southerly along Highway 36 to FM 949; thence westwardly along FM 949 to the 

San Bernard River is regulated by the Act, Subchapter G and regulations adopted thereunder. 

2) Between March 15 and July 31, in that portion of Austin County lying south of Interstate Highway 10, the following 

restrictions on the use of 2,4-D formulations shall apply: 

(A) the application by aircraft is prohibited 

SPRAY PERMITS REQUIRED FOR A PORTION OF AUSTIN COUNTY 

https://austin.agrilife.org/
https://austin.agrilife.org/event-registrations/

